A DIVINE | 


CORDIALL 


FOR A 


Devour Soule. 


Compoſed out of a ſerious Diſcourſe 
upon the Sinne againſt the 


HOLY GHOST: 


As 1t was laid open in the full Nature and | 
Appendices theret., 


[In a S£x Mon Preached at Tay 


ton in the County of Somerſet, upon 


Monday, April 4. 16 5.3, Ia the 
Afſize Week, 


By WILLIAM SCLATER, Do@or in Divinity 
Now Preacher of the Word of God in Broadſtreet, 
LONDO N. 


Matth. 12.31, 32, Wherefore I ſay unto you, all manner of Sin 
and Blaſphemy ſball be forgiven unto men : But the Blaſphemy a- 
. gainſt the Holy Ghoſt ſhall nat be forgiven unto men. And who ſo- 
ever ſpeaketh a word againſt the Son of man, it ſhall be forgiven 
bim : . But whoſoever ſpeaketh againſt the Holy Gboft, it ſhall not | 
Ws forgiven bim, neither in this World, nor in the Werld to come. 
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| ſus ) as it Fere an Academy for learning, and learned men : 
| 1t's written: of Abt { righteous by! Gods owne teſtimony of 
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| which & perſonal; your owne merit being ( as I queſtion not) \ 
'| copious, may claime a Panegyricke, as ampie ; to the ſound of 
| things commendable your name and aftiens ( like Uniſons in 
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| | TO THE 1 
RIGHT WORSHIPFULL | 
| George Lutirell of PID, | 
| Eſq; High Sherifte ofthe County 
| of Somerſet : All true felicity. 


SIR5 

=—— 7 Sermen ( foltd, I hope, though nat polite, or 
Bow BE trim enough, perbaps, for this age ) as it was by 
art unexpected providenee, in a ſolemne, and Ho- | 
_ LW nourable Aſſembly, preached at your inſtance; 
now alſo, upon your motion, together with the entreaties of 
tbe primeſt Auditors, drawne forth into « more generalF view : 
It cannot but claime a double intereft'in you, both as an emi- 

tent Hearer ( ſuch as your ſtation rendred you) and «s a | 
Patron, ſuch as its owne tenuity cannot but want : It comes 
to you, not that you ( chiefly under ſo great a ſurfet of the | 
Preſſe ) need it, but that it needs you : The bonour of whoſe 
worthy family and Progenitcrs, it bath ftill been to be Meca- 
nates.Scholarium, and your Caſtle ( like the old Parnaſ 


him) that being dead, he yet ſpeaketh, 47: Azatmay, or, 
is yet ſpoken of ; bis exemplary piety carrying with it a 
kinde of Vocall Oratory to perſwade even the ages to come un- 
to imitation, that whileſt the luſtre of bis graces ſparkle in the 
lives of ſucceſſors, bis memory cannot but be perpetuated : 
And long may what ſoever was eximious in our Anceſtors, find 
ſtill a continuation in your ſelfe. 

But indeed, that-being properly a muns * owne in vertue, 
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® Fzek.1.19. 


| 1 Tim. 6.6+ 
| * 1 Samn,2.30. 


| ſerve your modeſty to adorne your endowments ; it re ſembles 


ſhadowing in the Art of Limning, which turnes extreamly to 
| the advantage of the Limmer, by ſetting off the excellency of | 
bis Penfill : Tet however you delight not to be praiſed to your 
ſelf, notwithſtanding your pious ingenuity will conſtantly have 
eye unto things praiſe-wortby..It was a goodly ſight to.bebold | 
: Gods Tahernacle, and Davids Palace ſituate tegetber on the 
ſame Sion; ſo is. it to ſee Goodneſſe and Greatneſſe like 
thoſe living Creatures, and thoſe wheels ( in* Ezekiel ) 
to mcve, and to be lift up together : When all is done, godli- 
neſſe is the greateſt || gaine, and religious prafiice the bigheſt 
* bonour.: Whileſt this is your aime, your Name (ball become 
as ſome precious Ointment poured out, your ſelfe, your vertu- 
ous Conſort, and all your relations, ſhall be bleſſed out of bea- 
ven With the exuberancies of Gods both hands, you ſhall aug- 
ment the reputation of your houſe, and the already purchaſed | 
eſtimation of your Countrey : If my weake endeavours in this 
preſent Sermon may prove any furtherance this way, I hav 

| my defire, as, Who an, | | 
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Againft the Holy Gho8, is. 


1 JOHN 5. 16,17: 
There is @ Sin unto death: I doe not ſay that he 
ſhall pray for it. 
Al Unrighteouſneſſe is Sin , and there is a Sinne 
not unto death. | 


© T was not in my purpoſe, nor cameit 
8 at all within & Compafſe of my 
Thoughts (Right Honourable, and 
Beloved ) when 1 came late, the other 
evening, unto this * Towne (ſo well 
ſpoken of for Religion, and diſcreet 
zealc for Gods Ordinances) to become 
a Speaker here, this morning, on ſo folemn an occaſi- 
on : Yer ſith the divine providence hath ſo diſpofed, I 
willingly ſubmic thereto, chooſing rather to cxpoſe 
my weaknefſle to the pious candor of this ſo intelligent 
Auditory, than to decline ſo faire an occafion,to bring 
ſome glory to God, in the ( ) uſe of my Talent, after 
my () meaſure, | 5 
And ſo, without farther Apology, I addrefſe my 
ſelfe to my Text ; for the clearer explanation whereof, 


|it may not be amiſſe to refleQ alittle upon the prece- 


dent Context, and the Circumſtances thereof. 
The Apoflle from the fourteenth verſe to the laſt, in 
: this | 


* Tanton, 


4 
"2". 4 


(*) Mat. 25. |. 
16 


(Þ)Romen2.3., 
| 2Cor. Io,13s: | 


Context. 


= foſol 
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this Chapter, (heweth us ( as the Diamonds ſer in the 
Rings of theſe three Epifiles ) ſundry eminent and ex- 
imious Priviledges belonging to the regenerate ſons 
and daughters of God : fuch are, EL 
I. Afﬀurance of audience in Prayers, provided they. 
order their devotions according to his will, ver. 14. 
2. Immunity from Apoſtacy. 
3. Knowledge of Regeneration. . 
4. Certajne and infallible perſwafion of the truth 


| of myſteries of Faith, Knowledge of the True God, 


and Union with him-in Chrift, v. 20. : 

And verſe the ſixteenth he amplifies that Bleſſing of 
bzing heard in prayers by extent of it 3 that priviledg 
appertaining to them, Not only a8 itmay ſerve for 


| ſupply of their owne perſonall wants, bur alfo as it 


may benefit and advantage others'; we fay indeed in 
our Creed, 1 believe in God, to denote, that it muſt be 
our owne particular faith that muſt fave usz but 
in our Lords Prayer, Our father, which art in Heaven, to 
imply that our Prayers may further the good of others 
befedes our ſelves; wherefgre S, Jobn withall inſinuates 
an Exhortation, that as they had received this favour 
of Godto be heard in-their requelts both for themſelves 


| and others, ſo they would improve, and uſe the ſame, 


not alone for themſclves, but likewiſe to the help and 


| behoofe of others. Wherein are theſe obſervables. 


1. Theduty exhorted unto, Preyer, | 

2. The Obje&t of this Duty, witha limitation, 4 
Brother not ſinning unto death, : 

3. Reaſon, from the profitable effe&, He ſhall give! 

In the Jatter end of the fixteenth verſe he ſubjaynes 
the reaſon of that limication z 48.if he had ſaid, mar- 
vell not, that I interpoſ that reſtraint, 4 Brother ftn- 


{ ning not unto degth-; for there is a ſin unto death, for which 
no man mey pray : And then is addeda prolepfis, ver. 17. | 
1; nat 6!! uarighteouſneſſe ſin ? all ſm deadly ? to which he 
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{er downe the poſitive Truth  - | 


The 8m againſt the Holy Ghoſt. 


anſwers, 1. By Conceflion, yes, All wnrighteouſneſſe is | 
ſin. 2. By an $T«#q75> or correQ&ion, but there # aſin, 
not unto death. | | 

This the Context, and order of the words, My pre- 
ſent diſcourſe, wherewith I ſhall now entercaine your | 
| patience, ſhall be confined to the Reaſon of the Apo- | 
files Limitation, forementioned, namely, the fin which | 
is here ſaid by the Apoſtle to be unto death, A difficult 


Auſtin proteſteth, That ſcarſly is there any one ſound more 

in all boly writ ; this being a fin which is rarely,if at all | 

to be deprehended, or diſcovered by man in this life. | 
] ſhall proceed herein after this order. 


wherein it confiſteth. _ 

2. Tounfold the reaſon of the ftile,or titles that are 
glven It in the Scripturee. 

3- The dangerous ifſue, and eff. & ofthe ſame. 

I begin with che confideration of the Nature of it; 
and ſhall proceed therein , as Rhetoricians ſpeake, 
naſ' agen, xl fien, firſt, removing the erroneous opi- 
nNions both ancient, and modern hereabout ; and then, | 


_ Saint (4) Ambroſe acquaints us ofthe Novatian Here- 
tiques of old, who! by fins unto Death, that is, ſuch 
fins as are mortall in the event,underfiood all fins that ' 
are committed againft Knowledge and Conſcience, | 
| voluntarily after Baptiſme ;and to men ſo finning they | 
Intercluded the hope, and denyed the benefit of * par- 
don : But all this not more uncomfortably, than un- | 
ſoundly : for, beſides what we find in S. (<) Cyprian, 
and other ancient Fathers ofthe Church, touching the 
reſtoring of relapſed Chriſtians, who having fallen 
through fear,under the rage and violence of the Primi- 
tive Perſecutions, were, notwithſtanding, upon their 
Exomologefts, and teſtimony given of their Repentance, | 


anddefire of refticution,admitted againe into the com- | 
| | munion } 


*. I. Endeavour to open the nature of it, what it is, or 


queſtion, and ſo difficult, Vt forte nulla major, as'S. (c) | (cg, Auguft. 


Ser. 11. de 
verb. Dom. 


Pnir, 


« MS], To 
avO0p wnken 


<[out a5;7's 
x0 Tas, Epi- 
phan-l.2.c. 39. 
(©) Cyprian. 
De la pſis. 


my 


| 
(4) S. Ambroſ. 
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(f' 5peGAZ y725 
2 Per. 3+ 16, 


* Commodiſſi- 
me accipitur bic 
locus de peccats 
in ſpiritumſan- 
&um.)o- Ger- 

ard. loc. com. 
rom. 2, C24, 

ſ. 108, 

(8) Theodoret. 
| Hiſt l.4. CeI7e 
19. 

(*) x Cor.1 24 


Z:* | 10, 


ee ee. 


| muniori of the-Church : We know that Mo/er prayed. 


for the Jewes {inning voluncarily, Exod.32. 11. fo alſo 
Samuel, 1 Sam. 12.23. and S. Stephen, As 7.59, 60. | 


{ and their prayers were heard :We read likewiſe of ſome 


in Pergamys, even in this Apoftle S. John's owne time, 
| who (after Calting ) held the hatefull Do&rine of the 
Nicolaitans, who yer were again invited unto Repent- 


| ance, Rev, 2.16. and by that means came within the 


number of ſuch as might be prayed for. 
Among the Moderns, are the-Romiſh Impoſters, for 


| the Rhemiſts on this place, give this ſenſe; If any ſin un- 


ts death, that is, commit any mortall fin, and impeni- 
rently perſiſts therein, unto death, for ſuch an one pray 
not, namely, ſay they, after death ; and out of this place 
would they, by (f) torturing the Text, infer their do- 
Qrine ofprayer for the dead: and their reaſon is,becauſe | 
no one may bedzhorted from praying for any finner, 
while he is living, in as much as there is hope of par- 

don, and repentance for every ſinner living : But firſt, 
the very ground is falſe,for the Scripture faith expreſly, 
| There #s a fin committed even in this life, that #s not capable of 
pardon,neither in this life,no nor in the life to come, Mat. 12. 
31.Yea,it's impoſſible to ſome,even living,to be renew- 
ed unto repentance,the means of pardon*Heb.6.6, Yea, 
-we read inthe (ts) Hiſtory of the Church, thart the pri- | 
mitive Chriſtians obſerving the obftinate impenitency 
of that Monfter Fulian the Apoſtate, made ſer prayers, 
not for him, bux agzinſt his malice, and againft him for 
his defperate malice ſake; they having,happily, therein 


a =_”_ of extraordinary (h) diſcerning then, as David 
before had a ſpirit of Prophecy,when hemadeimpreca- 
tions upon,and prayers 2gainft his adverſaries, P/.109. 


2. As touching prayer for the dead, as, amoovg all the 


| variety of Sacrifices appointed for the Jewes of old, 


there was none atall for the dead; ſo neither hath it 
any precept, promiſe, or 'example, in all the allowed 
Canon of ſacred Scripture now extant. And thirdly, 

| - | "2 B&-# -- 


—_— 


> 
. 4 
; »%Y % 


<< k "> 3 3” 
, _ SR 


«.j — The 8m against the Holy Ghoſt rs 


: t E obs place is to be underſiood of ſuch as live, it's 


apparent from thiz very Textybecauſeno man cab{*ſee] 
his brother finning after death ; beſides this, evan by | 


the School-mens owne confeſſion, ſoules departtd irc 
extra ſtatum merendi, & demerend?, out of a condition oi 
meriting or demeriting by action; and if ſoules in 
their imaginary Purgatory, make an «nd of finning, 
in vaine ſhall we pray for pardon. | 

_ Leaving then theſe erroneous conceipts about this 
| ſin, come we, next, to examine the Nature.of it, ac- 
cording to the Orthodox judgements of Reformed 
Divines, well travelled in this queſtion,and regulating 
theic reſolves herein according to the word of God. 

Now, we ſhall the better diſcover this, if we parti- 
cularly view the ſeveral parts and branches thereof; 
for it is a compound (in, conſiſting of masy ingre- 
dients. | 

- I ſhall draw up. all under theſe heads, ſearching, 
1. What it ſuppoſeth. | 
2. What it implyeth. 
3. What it drawes with ir. 

Or, in other Termes, to the ſame eff: &. 

1. The Antecedenr. 
2. The Concomitant. 
3. The Conſequents of this (in. 

Fiſt of all, the neceſſary Antecedents, or ſupp:- 
ſals of this fin, and theſe are, 

1. Knowledge of the Goſpel,and of the truth therc- 
in revealed concerning Jeſus Chriſt, and all the rich 
and (i ) precious Promilſcs of life and falvacion, in and 
by him: wherefore, thev are ſaid ro be once cnlight- 
ned, Heb. 6. 4. (k ) vw71961785, to have a great meaſure 
of [1]umination in the myſteries of the Goſpel ; and 
againe, Heb, 10. 26, to have received the knowledge of 
the truth, and to have known the way of righteouſnes, 
2 Pet. 2.21, & 1 Tim, 4. 1. to have dogmartica}l faith, 
ordoQrine of trtuh, men ignorant of the Goſpel may 
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(2) 1 Tiny. 1 


13, 


C®) In ſpirits 
ſanktum pec- 

cant, qui divi- 
ne veritati, cu- 
jus fulgore ſic 
perſtringuntur, 
ut 7gnorantiam 


| cauſa17 neque- 


«nt, tamen de- 
S A . S 
ftinata malitia 


Frefiſtunt, in hoc 


tantium at neſt- 


Ifante Calyin 


: Fat. I, g* C*3. 
f ft 


| 


limple ignorance, for want of the right means of illu- 
minstion, are not capable of this fin, therefore aliv 


| / Paul, though he was a Blaſphemer, an Oppretlor, ex. 


| ceedingly (1) mad in perſecuting the way, and profc(- 


cular (in here ſaid to be unto death. 
2. B:{jdes this knowledge, which happily may be | 
Qccafioned by fame general declaration of the truth of 


did, hedid (" ) ignorantly, ia the time of his unbe- 
hicf: and therefore Divines truly jr d;e, thar how(ſo. 
ever Turks, Infidels, P-gans, periſh ( without repent- 


yet ſin they not againſt the holy Ghoft, not this parti- 


the Goſpe); there muſt be not a confuſed apprehen- 
fjon alone, bur alfoa clear and diftin& underſtanding, 
and a full conviRtion of the judgement, ſo that they 
cannot but ſee, and know,that'cis che truth which they 
ſet themſelves againſt ; therefore the terms, Heb. 10.26. 
and 2 Pet. 2.21. are remarkable, it is not 99906, bur 
$7;y171;, not a bare notice, and literal underſtandin 
of the truth, but #2121659, an acknowledgement of the 
ſame; a8 they ſpake, Ads 4- 16. What ſhall we doe to 


theſe men, for ihat indeed a notable miracle bath been done 


by them, is manifeſt to all them that dwell in Hieruſalem, 
and we cannot deny it, To this purpoſe is that ſaying of 


unto them, they had not had ſin, that is, not {imply none, 


tXcuſe. 


profeſſiun of what they have entertained into their 
jadgements; fo Simon Magus joyned himſelfe to the 


| 


I 


fin mortally, and unto death, yer, during that ftate of |” 


ſors of Chrift, yet was received ta mercy, for what he 


ance ) cverlaſtingly, through ignarance of the truth, | 


S | 


our Saviour, Fobn 15. 22. If Thad not come, and ſpuken | 


but none in compariſon ;but now they have no cloak, | 
7/99459, no colour, or (n.) pretence of plea, by way of | 


3. To theſe ſome adda third.degree, as.a prepara- | 
tive alſo to this fin, and that is fome kind of formal] | 


Diſciples, 4s $. 13. ſubmitted to Baprifae, as one | 
( it ſeems )deſirous by that CharaQter, and cognizance 
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to be known, and.taken for a Chriſtian : ſome partia- | 
ry obedience, and reformation they yield to the t1uth, 
iritermiting the praQice of their old fins, and out of 
ſome (9) taſt of the good word of God, bting affe@cd 
with the comforts ir conteins, they take ſome fleſhly 
(P) joy therein, in hope to partake the bleſſed ftate of 


Gods Children in the life ro come ; in which caſe S. }. 
Peter faith, that they are waſhed after a forr, from their |- 


old fins, and bave eſcaped the pollurions of the world; 2 Pet. 2. 
18, 20. But to this third ſtep they aſcend not all, who 
fall into this fin ; The (4 ) Phariſees, that gave firſt oc-. 
| cafion to our Saviour to ſpeak of it, we read not ci;her 
to have reformed their errors of life, or judgement, or 
ſo much as to have entertained the Goſpel, and truth 


taught by our Saviour, into profcfſion, yet have thi; 


fin charged upon them : and therefore me thinks its no 
abſurdity to ſay, there are degrees even in this fin un- 
to death ; but knowledge, and convi&ion ſufficiently 


diſpoſeth anco this fin. And thus far of the Antece- 
dents. | 


Secondly, Follow next the Concomitants, or thoſe | 


things which doe accompany this fin, or which it doth 
imply. 
AN hecein are conſiderable, partly the Fats, and 
partly alſo the Motives of thecommitters of this ſame. 
The FaQs, ſome are common toall ; ſome, pecali- 
ar to thoſe that have higheſt diſpoſitions towards fa- 
ving grace: In relation to the former ſort, there is, 

I. ſo. and denyal]!l of the truth of the Go(- 
pel received, againft diftint * knowledge and || convi- 
Qion of enlightned conſcience; and this denyall uſu- 

ally joyned with blaſphemy, and reproachfull, contu- 
melious rayling againſt Oods truth, as thoſe Phariſees, 
Mat. 12. 24. though they could nor but fee Gods pu- 
wer in the miracſes wrought by our Saviour, yet blaſ- 
phemouſly impute thofe mighty works of the Spirit of 
God, to the Prince of devils, even to Beelzebub, har is, 
| B 2 te) 
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q 


(4) Mal.1 2.24 
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* Rem: 1.32.1 
{ John 8. 9. | 
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{r) Chriſſum 
ſubir de Galile- 
um | Per 18n0- 
miniam ] voct- 
tavits oo ſepte 
contra eundem 
libros blaſphe- | 
mos evomult. 
Ignatius. Ve- 


netus, In vita 
EJUs. 


| to the Lord of Flyes, as th: Hebrew word imports, 


2. Oppoſing and oppugning by all means the pro- 
pzgation of the truthz its noted'of Phariſees , that 
they had made an Ordinance, that whoſoever confe(- 
{:d, or joyned himie}fe to Chrift, he ſhould be caſt out 
of their Synagogue, as was the blind man miraculouſly 
reſtored to ſight ( though borne blind ) by Chciſt, 
| Joh. 9.34. ondas it's noted of Filian, that infamous 
Revolt, not onely by feare and fraud, but even by re- 


ans to blaſpheme, and to abjure the Galilean ( as that 
miſcreant (r) ſcoffingly called Chriſt } and to joyne 
with him in the worſhip of Idols. 

2. To theſe may be added violent perſecution of the 
Profeſſors of the Chriſtian Truth, for Truths fake, to 
the utmoſt of power, Fob.8.40. They | ſought] to kill 
Chriſt himſclfe who told them the truth, which he had 
heard of God ; and fohn 5. 16. it's ſaid, that the, Fewes 


perſecuted Feſus ; yea, and after his crucifixion, made 


aſe of all manner of inſtruments, whom they thought 


likely to be brought over to their party, ſome devour, 
'and honaurable women ( abuling the weakneſle of the 


' ſexe to ſtrengthen their owne violence ) and the chief | 


| men of a City, to raiſe perſecution againſt Paul and 
' Barnabas, for preaching Chriſt Jeſus unto the people at 
Antiscb, 13.50. | | 
"Now, in thoſe that are brought nearer unto Chriſt, 
there goeth with this ſin, a willfull defertion of the 
truth, and Apoſtacy fromit; 2 Pet. 2. 21. They turne 


back from the boly.Commandement delivered unto them. But, 


muſt here remember that ancyzent diſtinQion, betwixt 
| lapſus, and prolapſio, particular falls, and falling away: 
| Aſpirituall man may be overtaken in a fault, Gal. 6. 1. 


| 5y 711 TapaTTouan, by a flip with his foot ( dm? m8 ex 


paninTuy ) yea, very grievcys falls. We read of Gods 
Ss 8 


ward3 and preferments, helaboured to draw Chriſti- 


| this point being very tender, it muſt accordingly be | 
bandled with caution arid warineſſe ; and thereforeyou |, 


Owne | 


þ 
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owne dear fervants,who yer have recovered their tiand- 
ing in the Church of God even a j»ſt man may fall ſeven 
' times @ day, that is, often in the (£) day of his life-time 
'C whether ye underſtand that fall of fin, as ſome, or by 
{in into affliion, as others expound it ) yet he til] 
keeps the name of a juſt man, for that he rifeth againe, 
Pro. 24. 16. Though be fall, ſaith the ſweet finger of I/- 
racl, be ſhall not utterly be coſt downe, for the Lord uphold- 
eth bim with bis hand, Plal. 37. 24. Corruption even in 
the moſt mortified Saints, ſticks like co the ſpriggs of 
Toy in an old wall, which though 1c be often lopped, 
yet it will be ſprouting againe forth, and hardly at all 
removed, or univerſally eradicated till the old wall it 
ſelfe be pulled down 3 fin that (: ) body of death will 
not, as a Febyſite in Canaan, quite out of our coafts, till 
|the death of the body, and by the occaſion of fins 
inhabitation, variety of temptations, from the world, 
from the fleſh, and from the devil, like the ſons of Zer- 

viah to David, prove ('w) too hard for the beſt men, oft- 
times, in many particulars: That of Peter is almoſt 
peerlefle, {ſo againſt his knowledge and conſcience, ex 

ecrably denying the knowledge of Chriſt; Mat. 26. 
And the like read we of ſundry in the Primitive Church 
drawn, through fear, to deny the truth,and to worſhi 

| Idols; concerning many of whom, the Fathers of the 
Church, Ambroſe and Auſtin concluded, that they were 


| tabe:reffored to the Church, tcftifying, that there falls 
{wereof;jinfirmity, not of malice ; wherefore, partiall 

decluwtions, whether in judgement, as thoſe effaſcina- 
| ted Galatians declined, Gat:;3.1.Or in zeal, and atie&ion, 
as the:Angel of the Churchin Epheſus, Re.2.4.o0r in pra- 
Cice;Wherein all of uzcom ſhort ſomtimes,ecither in the 
matter, or inthe manner, or in the meaſure of perfor- 
mance; yea ofcen inordinate ats,like ſprigs, or ſuckers 


clinations, I ſay, muſt be diſtinguiſhed from -this Apo- 


not to be denyed penance,orpardon,their very| *defire} 


—— 
 —c 


| under the choyceft graff, break forth; theſe partiall de- | 


ſtacy, | 


(!) John 9.4. 
£ws Jos obtos 
erWonte, Ste 
Chryſoft. 


(*)Rom.7.24. 


| (w) 2 Sam. 3. 


39- 


(*) Neh-1.11, | 
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(CJ Mite 7. 6e 


a S. Auguſt, de | 
Temp. Ser. -. 
5 9s Vide P, 
Lombard, 2.1. 
Diſt. 43. lite 
| A,B, GD. 


þ 
þ 
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by Pets g-IO, 


e Vide Pere- 
| 11) Diſpurart. 
ad To. C. 13 


d Joh. x12, 6. 
erTim. 6.19. 


f 2Tin4. Io. | 
| 21 Ioh. 3*I4. 


Ea I. AM Mi. BH 


| Racy, 


| were ſanQihed, an unholy thing, doing deſpite unto 


which we call whole, ic being as (y) Junius hath 
deſcribed ir, Totius, ex toto, in totum defeJio, a defe&ion 

of the whole man, inward and outward, in judgment, 

conſcience, will, memory, atfe&ions, fromall Goſpel- | 
truth, and gracious goodnelle, toall impiety, joyned 
with an obttinate full reſolution never to embrace the 
ſame, or any part thereof againe, 

Theſe are thr Facts, | 
fpecifically framing it as it were to its proper nature;,is 
Malice, obſtinate ſpight, deftinate hatred, wherein they 
are carried againſt the Goſpel, 8 all thoſe that embrace 
and profeſs it, treading under foot (even as (z) ſwine | 
doe Margarites, and precious pearls) the Son of God, 
counting the blood of the Covenant, wherewith they 


the ſpirit of grace, Heb. 10. 29. that made: * Auſtin de- 
ſcribe it thus, Cum poſt apnitionem Dei per gratiam Domini 
neftri Feſu Chriſti, quiſquam eppugnat fraternitatem, & ad. 


verſus ipſam gratiam, qua reconciliatus eſt Deo, invidentie' 
facibus agitatur : When: grace, for pure grace ſake, is| 


maliciouſly refiſted, ſa that the grace of the ſpirit is-the 


the Spirit, the » God of all ſanfifying and ſaving grace. And 
this is the reaſon S. Peter thus finned nor, becauſe nor 
{pighte, but feare prevailed with him ; That hath alſo 
made it queſtionable, whether < Judas finned againft 


the Apoſtle calleth the «© root 


him : Yea, as we ſay not every 8: love of Gods children 
unteſſe 


{ PW 


 — 


| 18 a roken: of our trandlating from death to-life, 


| 


The Motivethereto, which ſpecially gives the form, | 


very ground of this whole pertinacious ſpight againſt 


the Holy Ghoſt, in betraying his Maſter, becauſe his | 
fe& ſeems not to have ifſued fo much out of malice a- | 
gainft cur Saviours perſon or dodrine, but from his | 
covetouſneſſe, and love of 4 the money-bag, which | 
of all evill. That made it | 
difputeble alſo, whether Demas his forſaking the Apo- | 
tle, be cenſurable of this fin, for that not hatred of| 
Pauls perfan, but love of the fpreſent world withdrew | 


4 


a _— — 
es. AM 


—_— 


: they | 


| 


| 


_ {ned heart, in willfull malice,by which a man becomes, 
and is made impenitent, Heb. 6. 4. 6. It's impoſlible, | 


'the juſt Jadgment of God upon contempt of ſuch grace 
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| they be loved, eo Nomine,becauſe they are gracious z ſo 


Gods children is to be ſo cenſured,cxcept grace be that | 


[c is a generall back(liding from the whole truth of the 

Goſpel acknowledged, axd a malicious oppugning of 

che ſame, and that by all imaginable wicked meancs 

whatſoever. 

| And chus far alſo of the Concomicants of this fin 
unto death, RH 

Thirdly, and laſtly come to be obſerved the Con- 

:{ quents, or dangerous <ffc&s of the ſame (10, 

| And theſe are, 


Indurat e mentis in malitia pertinacia, as k Peter Lombard 
deſcribes it, a ſtubborn froward perſiſting of an hard- 


not difficult onely, as ſome mince che matter ) ſaith 
che Apoſtle, that ſuch enlightned Apoſtates ſhould be 
renewed againe unto repentancez and this roo, not 
through defe& in Gods mercy, which is as hinſelfe ir, | 
boundleſſe, infinite, incomprehenſible, but through 


offered to them, giving them up unto a i reprobate mind, | 
andunto k hardnefſe of heart,and to ſuch a ftate as they 


guilty black conſcience, and wiſh as Judas, that their 
fins had never been commireed, only through horror | 
under the apprehenſion of the everlaſting vengeance of 
God that awaites- them ; but never to a p&rabua, or a | 
charge of their minds; fo that impenitency finall is |} 
one Conſequent of this dreadfull and deadly ans. 


| 


{greſſion. 


not every hatred, or perſecution, no not malicious of |* 


chat mens malice is carried againſt, as ic was in wicked | 
| Cain, 2g2inft bt righteous brother Abel, 1 John 3. 12. 


1. Obftinate, and finall impenitency ; obſtinacy is, | 


cannot repent, Rom. 2* 5, ſometimes, perhaps,ſlome of | 
them com to a frapiauarto ſom after thought-taking, | 
when they ſtruggle with the wrath of God on their | 


- 


b Pet. Lomb. 
nbi ſupra. 


*Pla,l45e 9. 


i Rome x. 28, 
k Rom«''2. 5, 
Exod. 7,13. 
Rome 9, 


2. Peer- | 
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* Mart. 12444, 
45. 


! S Cor. 7. I, 


' ® Vid. Nicho- 
{ lan. de Cle- 
j NINgIS, 


| m Conf. Mar. 


3-29, & Luc. 
L 2e IO. 


| 


| 1 Gen. 9. 2t« 


— 


2. Pcerlefle vitiofity in heart and manners; ſuch 


men thus totally fallen, and finally rendred impeni- 
tent, become In all vitiouſneſſe far * more vile then e- 
ver they were before their calling, 2 Pet. 2. 20. their 
latter end is worſe with them, than their beginning: 
and it hath been found moſt true in all experience, that 
none ever have proved more {winifh to wallow in the 
mire of all ! pollutisns of fleſb and ſpirit, then have vile 
Apoſtates ; nor ever aty more inſatiable Horſſ2aches,to 
ſuck out the blood of the ſaints of God, than ſuch who 
have metamorphizcd cheir fickt Chriftian profefſion, in- 


to an after degenerous and Antichriſtian perſecution, | 
* Rome,{ince it became Antichriftian hath proved more 


vile, then when it wes at firſt Paganiſh, 

3.  Irremiſſibility , and finall impardonableneſl: : 
Iſherefore T ſay unto you, faith our Saviour. (m ) Mat. 12. 
31. 32. all manner of Sin and Blaſphemy ſball be forgiven 
unto men : But the Blaſphemy againſt the Holy Ghoſt ſhall 
not be forgiven unto men. And whoſoever ſpeaketh a word a- 
gainſt the Son of man, it ſhall be forgiven him : But who ſo. 
ever ſpeaketh againſt tke Holy Ghoſt, it ſhall not be forgiven 
him, neither in this World, nor in the World to come. Now 
that all fin, and all manner of other fins (bur this one) 
have been forgiven unto mien, namely unto men capa- 
ble of forgivenes, ſuch are onely theeleCt of God, and 
the believing penitents ( for its a knowne Maxime in 
Orthodox Divinity,  Nulla peccata remittuntur reprobzs, 
No fins are pardoned to the reprobate, and the obſtj- 
nately impenitent_) This, I ſaid, I ſhall manifeſt unto 
you; ſoras in the brightcft ſerenity of the Moon, fo 
the Church(which Solomon reſembleth unto the Moon, 
Cant.6.10,)hath when ic is at the cleareſt, in its milirant 


| © Gen.I9.33» 


condition here below, ſome blors, *and ſpots that doe 


' blemiſh often the pulchritude and beauty of it : info- 


m.uchthat we read of ſome great Saints ſinning, parti- 
cu'a:ly, cv:n grofſe and enormous fins, ſo ® Neab fe}] 
by drunkennefle, © Lot by inc:ſt wich his owne daugh- 


ters, /_ 
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ters, Þ David by adultery, 4 Solomon by idolatry, r Peter 
by perjury,even all the © Apoftles by partiall infidelity, 
yet theſe found place for repentanss, and upon that,re- 
miſſion and pardon;yee ſhall read in the t Genealogy of 
our mag perth Chrift,a catalogae of perſong » ſpeck- 
led like Facobs ſheep (watered in the gutters of Laban ) 
into variety of fins, ſome Fewes, ſome Gentiles, all, or 
moſt of them tainted;for thisend, among others, record- 
ed,that miſerable ſinners might know that Chriſt came 
| into the world as the univerſal Phyfitian,both able and 
willing to w heal every diſeaſed foul, yea ſuch a Phyſiti- 
an as comes home often unſent for, going * about doing 
good,and curing all y kind and z manner of difeaſes;he 


wounded ſpirit without pouring in the oyle of his mer- 
cy, had ſuch but firſt a < fight, and 9 ſenſe of their own 
wounds; yea, he was ſuch a Phyſitian, who for to ſave 
the lives, and to redeem the ſouls of penirent patients 
from death,moſt chearfully < laid down his owne life, 
f praying for them that s mocked, k reviled,i crucified, 
k murdered him;yea here in this Scripture(but nowna- 
med to you )that theblaſphemy of the Son of mingthat 
is,of Chriſt himſelf, who veiling for a time the glorious 

ſplendor of his Divinity, by the flcſh of his obſure Hu- 
manity, was ſuppoſed by the ignorant Fewes, to be but 
il mean man, though he were,at the ſame time, the m 
King of glory, and ſo they filled their mouths wich re- 
| proaches of him, charging him with whole volleyes of 
che higheſt blaſphemies, filing him n deceiver, » glut- 
con,contemptuouſly,P Samaritan,q this fellow,a r friend 


miracles he did,hewrought them by thet Prince of devils; 
O horrid ! lo yet and fee;even this blaſphemy, fo high, 
ſo notorious, fo diſhonourable,is pardonable to the re- 
penting blaſphemers; but the blaſphemy of che fAoly 


with an :Zox, ſo called by King David, who prayed ear- 


— EY 


-* Mar,26, 74, 


———— 
L e—— 


is that = pittying Samaritan, who cannot paſſe by a Þ. 


'n Mart. 27:63. 


; P Jo.$.4 8, 


of Publicans and finners, One who had a ſdevil,and what 1 Mart. 12,24. 


Ghoft, 4qwwa'n [ mipe?/cha rab | that great offence, 


| C _ 


P2 Sam. ITe4, 
I1Kings115, 


5 Mar. 4.40. 
© Mats I. 
u Gen. 30.39. 


w Pla. 41.4. 
x Aﬀts 10,38, 
Y Luke 4. 40, 

z Mat. 4. 23. 
2 Luk. 10,33. 
bPro, 18. 14, | 
c Hof. $5 13. | 
d 1 Kins 8:33. 
<Jo.10.19,18. 
f Luk. 2334+ | 
8 Match. £7, 
29,30,3 b 
h Mate27.39. 
: S513 
| Mat. 27.2C. 
Phil, ny 
« Aﬀts 2. 23. 
& 3. IJ, & 
7. 52, 
! Phil, 2. 7,8. 
” Pla.24.7,8, 


0 Mat.1 1.19. 


Joh. 9. 29. 
© Mr*".IT,x9, 
[Jo.8.52, 

" Mat, 12, 24. 
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u Lev, 24.16. 
Vid, Simon 
majolum, lib, 
De perfidi3 


& 241, 242 
Oc. 4 


ſpirituos Blaſ- 
phemie diffe- 
runt 5 ſpisitus 


| PITat ad odium 
Det* ſicat ſpirt- 
tus ſanffus ad 
dei amorem 3; 

Blaſphemia re- 
mittetur, ſdiri- 
115 a Blaſphe- 
me non. Joh. 
Alrenſtaig in 
ſer. Theolog 
in yoc. Blaf- 
phemia, p. 
I02,104.y.d, 


19, poft Trin. 


P- 747, 748, 
In 4%, 


1w Jo. 16. 8. 


- 


| becanuſe,ſay ſom,blaſphemy coming(at leaft during th 


Indzor.p 73« | P 


Blaſphemia, (oy 


blaſphemie ſuſ-| 


. | Lord, fo as therby they wilfully cut themſelves off from 
| all preſent,future,or ſucceeding hopes of mercy to their 


Dieterie: Da:. 
by the Holy Ghoft,but che fin-againft the Spirit hath no 


being by God in jadgment intercluded the way to the 
; mean of mercy, which is repentance; ſuch men therfore 


neſtly to be preſerved from it, Pſ 19.13. This blaſphe» | 
| my (God in his juſtice denying the grace of repentance 
to it) this is utterly irremilſſible,everlaſtingly unpardas | 
nable,even unto all eternity;wherefore,it is added, Nei- 
| ther in this world,nor in the world to com,not,in this world, 


Jewiſh adminiſtration under the cognizance, & power i 
of the Magiſtrate, it was no way,by no means capable of 
any reprieve at all,but the ſoul n fo finning muſt be cut 
off without mercy, from Gods people, and be ſtoned ro 
death;or more generally thus,not in this world by any 
romiſe, or aſſurance of it at all from heaven, or the 
word of God,the patent-of penitents (but not of ſuch 
final impenitents)for pardon:nor in the world to come, 
underſtand it thus,not as ſuppoſing,by that expreſſion, 
any hopes remaining(after death) to any other kind of | 
finners, whoſe life expired, as it was lead in a courſe of 
preſumptuous impenitency(as the great Patrons of pur- 
gatory would perſwade their ignorant & beſotted pro- 
ſclices)burthis is only a diftribution,or diviſive ſpeech, 
intended not to fignific things divers, but to aggravate 
and to exagerate the ſame thing ; and uſed ir is, it way | 
be, purpoſely to lay a ftumbling-block in the way of 
the obſtinate,to reftrain and to withhold them fror fin- 
ning ſo deſperately, and with an high hand againſt the 


— 


graceles ſouls:In a word, the fin againft the father is re- 
mitted by the redemption of che ſon; the fin againſt the 
Son is pardoned through the application of his merit, 


remiſſion, becauſe there is no way of explation, there 


((o fining)ſhall the ſpirit himſelf w convince of judg. | 
ment unto confufion;for ſaith the great Apoftle, If we | 


| /in wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of the | 


iruth, | 


LIM > 


+4 


of OF. of 


 Ftfuth, there remaineth no more ſacrifice for ſin, but a cer- | 
{tain fearful looking for of Judgment, and fiery indig- 


nation, which ſhal devour the adverſaries, Heb. 10. 26, 


| ſecond or eternal death confifteth tn thez everlaſting ſe- 
peration of both ſoul and body, from Gods gracious 
and glorious preſence(which is the puniſhment alfo)& 


Ll 
' 
{ 


unto In holy welt, whict was the ſecond general Head 
of my divifion propofed ; of which tfuccinaly, that | 
 ( withall confidering the greataFairs enfaing) 1 may 

haften tomy Applicatton;ii which indetd confifterh all 


and blurring the glory of the holy Spirit ? But why of 


[e 


- 


Omm——_—_—_——_— 


- The Sin againſt the Holy GhosF, 


—_—— — ——— Re. _ 


27. And for this cauſe is it,that this fin is here ſtiled by 
S. Jobn, <yepriz ayds baparor a fin unto death, and that, 


not only becauſe in its own nature it deſerves the com- | 
-; mon death,confifting in the ſeparation of the ſoul from | 


the body,for this is the wages cf every fin, Rm 6.23.but | 
becauſe it being the will of God to ſhut up under fina] 
impenitency the men ſo fining, it merits, and ſo ſhall 
infallibly tncur not that only which is called thex com- 
mon way of all the earth in the remporal death,but al- 
ſo the ſentence and fenfe of the y ſecond death ; which 


EY 


withall (which is the puniſhment of ſenſe ) the plung- 
ing of both into inexpreſſible corments wich the devil, 


his accurfed Angels, and all other danined blaſphe- | 


ming ſpirits, even for ever and ever. 

This is the fin, for the nature of it very hainous;and 
for the danger of it(as ye have it thus declared ro you) 
moſt diſmal and full of horror. - 


A wordor two further of the ſtile or ticles given here- | 


the marrow, and * fatnes, even thie very life and vigor 
of every ſolid Sermon, and diviniediſcourte. 
 Theſttfe or title given toitby out Saviour, is; a3 ye 
heard but now, Mat. 12. 51. The Blaſphemy of the holy 
Ghoſt, that is, the endeavouring to diſhononr the ivly 
Ghoſt, ic is a Greek word, ma 73 Star rd) fue, as it 
were hurting (if I may dare fo to exprefleic ) the fame, 


the holy Ghoſt ? and not of the Father, or of the Son ? 
| DET + IE is 


* Toſb.23.14. 


Y Rev. 2.11.| 


2 Mat.256.4 1. 
46. 2 Theft, | 
2+ 9, 


® Pla. 36. 8, 


| 


| 


An(w. 
o Alex: Hal. f. 
704.in fronte 
b Durand. |: 2. 
diſt-I3. qQU.1., 
| in ſenti« 


C S. Auguft.|. I 
c.11.De.Trin. 
4 Urſin. q. 7. 
Catech. 

< Gerard: qua 
| ſupra. {. 109... 


| is not the whole Trinity one Spirit, Fob.4.24. each per= 
ſon isGod,equal in majeſty & glory,and God is @ Spirit?. 
There i an inquiry made, Whether, indeed, a man may not | 


ſo ſin againſt one perſon of the'Trintty, that in that Fa@, be 
ſins not againſt the whole Trinity * To which the reſoluti- 
on is, That virtually, and in the ifſue, the fin reacheth 
ro the whole three perſons z however, intentionaly,one 


alone be ſtricken ar. 


Alexander * Halenſis (the Patriarch of the School Di- 
vines) Þ Durandus,and other of that rank,conceive, that 


there are Cclvine properties, in reſpe& of their exerciſe, 


appropriated to the ſeveral perſons, as power to the Fa- 
ther,wiſedome to the Son, and goodneſſe to the holy Ghoſt ; 
ſo that a fin of weaknes or infirmity, is committed againſt 


the Faiber,that is,againſt the power of Godza ſin of igno- | 


rance is committed againſt the Son, that is, againtt the 


wiſedome of God;a fin of wickedneſſe, malice, or hatred, is'| 
commircted againſt the boly Spirit, that is, againſt the good- | 


neſſe of God. But waving theſe curioſities, ſpun upon the 


wheel of mens quaint apprehenſions,however in them- | 


ſe]ves(thus applyed Jaot wholy impertinenr, this blaſ- 


; phemy is ſo called, not becauſe ir's intended ſo much a- 
gainft the < perſon of the holy Ghoſt, the third perſon 


in the bleſſed Trinity, as againſt the proper 4 operation 


and efficacious work of the holy Ghoft. Dr e Gerard (a | 


moſt learned Lutheran Divine) thus gives his expofiti- 
on of this ſtile ; 1s ſo ftiled, ſayes he, partly in regard of 
the miniſtration of the ſpirit, which a the glorious Goſpel, be 
applying end ſweetly diffuſing #..s the hearts of all contrite 
and diſconſolate Chriſtians, the comforts andpromiſes of grace 
therein contained, through the blood of Jeſus Chriſt, 2 Cor. 
3.8. inreſpe@} whereof be is likewiſe fliled, The Comforter, 


| John 15. 26. Andpartly alſo in regard of bis office,which # 
| z/umination, and enlightring of the minds of bis ele&i, Eph. 
| I. 18. inreſped whereof be is in bis operation compared to 


fire, Mat. 3.11. 4s well for light, as for beat, and therefore 
the ſnunning of that light is called, the Quenching of the Spi- 


rit, 


F 
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rit, 1 Thefſ. 5. 19. Andlaſtly, in regard of bis gracious te- | 
ſtimony, and witneſſe, teſtifying and witneſing to the ſpirit of 
believers, That they are the ſons of God, Rom. 8. 16. To 

which alſo may be added his direftive manudu&ion, 

leading the ele into all neceſſzary fundamental truth, 

Job. 16. 13. And ſo much, in ſum, for the reaſon of 

this ſtile given hereto in holy writ, 

We may nor, in thenext place, omit to take notice 
of the Epicbite that is given to it in another Scripture, 
at which I gave a glance but now ; it is in Pſa. 19, 13. 
where it is called by the Prophet, The | Great ] Offence,ſo 
ind:ed by an fox), eyen without peer, Non eſt majus de- 
liam, amongſt all fins that Caft-away's fall into, as 
there are many foul and erroneous, none ſo great as 
this : Truthis, whatever a man can think of to aggra- 
vate a ſin to the height of haynous, in this all concur: 
Their FaQs iwply * Contempt of the Sox of God, prophana- 
tion of the blood of the Covenant, contumely to the holy 
Ghoſt; beſides all this, Foulcft ingratitudeto that God 
who offered ſo great grace to their ſouls, declared by 
their blaſpheming the truth, oppugning the ſpeaking 
of it, ſo glorious to God, ſo healthtul.to men ; Cir- 
cumſtances yet make it fouler, the Motive eſpecially, 
for That it iſſues out of malice, and deftinate ſpight againſt the 


| majeſty of God, No marvaile then was it, that our Savi- 


our taught it to be unpardonable, that is, not as ſome 


pardon, through a juſt Ordinance of Gud, hucting up 


| the fountaine of his mercy againſt the ſouls of ſuch im- 


pious and godlefſe miſcreants : and hitherto this pur- 
poſe,may well be applycd that paſſage in Solomons Pro- 
verbs, Pro. 28.18. where he ſaith, that whoſo walketh 


| uprightly, ſhall be ſaved, but be that i perverſe in his wayes, | 


ſhall fall at once ; the emphaſis Iyeth in char clautc | at 
once | Semel dicitur cadere qui irreparabiliter cadit, as £ 


| Halenſts expounds it, he is ſaid to fall at orice, who fals 


beyond hope of recovery, irreparably, and ſo that rex: 


is | 


f Heb. 1029, | 


interprer, hardly pardonable, but utterly uncapable of | - 


8 Alex. Hal. 


mem. -L aſtel, 


— : 
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h Jer. - 19 2. 


i fe 10g! 15, 


Legatur Beza 
' ad 1 10: 516, 
fuse explican- 


13 meant, not of a common {lipping aftde, but of a final 


| backſliding ( Perverſis groditur viie, ideft, perſeF}e verſis ) 
|-which happeneth in final Impenitency-: and thispaf- 


ſage of Solomon ſeems to me to beequivalent to what 
our Savicur pronounced on thoſe blaſphemous Phari. 
ſees, Feh. 9.41. when he declared that their fin | remain- 
ed | that whereas a ſin of ignorance ( though in it ſelfe 
enormcus ) might be capable of pardon, which is evi- 
dene from many Scriptures and examples, as Num. 15, 
27, 28, Pſal. 19. 12. Heb, 9.7. 1Tim-1, 13. AG 17.30, 
Yer, their preſumpruous blaſpheming againſt profeſſed 
knowledge, clear tighr, and evidence oftruth,this their 
fin was not a ſlight or a tranſient aQ, and fo to bepaſ- 
fed over as ſometimes God did Facob, without being 
[ ſeen] or obſerved for puniſhment, Nam. 23. 21. bur 
ic is a fin [ remaining ] as It were written with the b poynt 
of a diamond; the AQors of it being, as the Prophet 


fpeaks, alwazes i before the Lord, that he might have both 


them and their fin in his ſight, . and remembrance, never to 
blot out, or to remit it. | Is 


tem naturam 
peccatt 1tizs : | 
Confer: BY. 
Uſber, in his 
Sum of Chri- 
ſt;an Religion 
+ P. I5I,I5g2, 
Edit- 1648. 
k Mr 79. Down 
4 in TraQt: a- 
oainſt Mr 
Baxter. 

1 Soli filiy tre. 
tram non [enti- 
unt, ſel letan- 
tur, (5 exult- 
ant in rebus 
p*ſſimio.. Ber. 
Pt. 52.1- Iams. 
1.4. 15., Dent; | 


So then, to recapitulate the fur of all, che Sin a- 
gainft the Holy Ghoſt is no leffe then, 4 willfull mali- 
cious, and obſftinate denying of the foundation, renounfing 


| Chriſt Feſus as the Mediator and Redeemer of the world; It 


# a total Apoſtary from the Faith, when the whole man re- 
votteth from the whole Chriſtian Religion, wholly, with an 


| obſtinate're ſolution never to returie to it any'more 5 neither is 


it poſſible ſot him that is guilty thereof to mourn, and lament 
for bis fins ; bis ſtubborn and reprobate heart x not [6 tender, 
but being paſt all ſorrow and feeling, rather(as *one farther 
adds tocxpreffc the meaſure of ir) rejoyceth and boaſteth 
m bf deſperate and malicions obſtinacy: ' 
This 1s the fin, for nature moſt hatnons; for tlie ifſue 
moſt dangerous, dreadful, formidable ;'in the mention 
whereof, mc-rthinks rhe powers of mens fouls cannot 
bat be ſhaken, their thoughts trouble them, and as m 


{| 29.19. 
ie M Dan- 5. S, 


Belſhaz2Zar*s at the fight of the hand-writing upon the 
| | ; : | wall, 


bs. 


k -. 


— 


be not fruſtrate by our untbankefull Apoftacy. 
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wall(whileſt he fat quaffing in the veſſels of the ſanQu- 
ary ) the joynts of theic loynes be looſed, and their 
knees ſmite one agaiaft anothee. 

Come we now, in order, co.the Uſe and Applicati- 
on : Beloved Chriſtians, according to the grievous na- 
cure of this (in, ſo let all thoſe uſe the medicacion of it, 
whom God hath called to the knowledge of Jeſus 
Chriſt, that by meditation of the foulnelle of it, their 
care may be encreaſed to preſerve themſelves from it : 
| 1c's a great favour God hath granted us, that unto us he 
bath vouch ſafed, in the means, the knowledge of himſelſe, in 
the face of Feſn Chriſt, he hath not dealc fo with many 
Nations more, that herewithall he hath daigned alſo 
to 0 enlighten the eyes of our underſtanding, to know 
the e myſtery of Godlineſie, he hath not dealt fo wich 
many Children of the Church ; many- (the more is the 
pity ) live ſtil in grofſe ignorance of neceſfarieft Arti. 
cles: To ſome of us yet more, that he hath given us q 
faith to believeit z woe is me! that there ſhould be a- 
mongſt us many of ripe underſtanding, that yet dare 
queſtion the truth of the Goſpel:yea,to ſome yet more, 
he bath granted = ſenſe of the comfort, of the Cf ſweet- 
nefſe, and perhaps alſo of the * power thereof to reform 
us : v-Take heed Brethren, that ſo great favour of God 

Among many Preſervatives that might happily be 
ſet down, to Keep men from Apoſtacy, and from this 
great (in, give me leave to offer to your conſiderations, 
theſe following. 
| I. Labour byall means to faſten on your hearts the * love 
of that ſaving truth wherein you have been enlightned;ftrong 


the truth; there is a diſeaſe of latter times called the 


-| Rickets, when Children rather ſwel then grow in the. 
upper parts, and find a luxation of members, and a | 


debility downwards; ſo it's become now likewiſe a 
diſeaſe in the ſpiritual part of men, they ſwel like the 


Mi —c aa_ ue + 


deluſion is ſent upon men that received not the love of | 


Uſe 1. 


_ Pla I 45-200 


I Core I» 21*; 


0 Eph-i-1f+ 
? Eph.3."344-+ 
I Tim. 3,16, 


q Phil- 1,29, 
Eph'2.8, 


| "Phil, T.9, 
FY>.11/ 
''T Pet. 2.3. 


( Ron» I, I 6. 


{ u Joſh, 23.17. 


Heb, 3. 12, 
Preſervatives 
againſt the fin 
againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt. 


* 2 Theſ.2. 
'CH 


_ ancient | ; 


- 
” . 
—  — — —— ——— 
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x1Cor.8s.1, 
n 190K 

[ PL6101 ] I 
Cor. 8. I. * 


YRev' 12,4. 


Z I SaN,24%%, 
a Joh. 8:9, 

b Plas BF 

c Ex conſuetu- 
dine peccandi 
Det metus a- 
mittitur, 
contemptus In- 


| cutitur.S. Avgs 


4 Eph. 4. 19. 
Primo decli- 

nantes 4 medig 
capimur, caþtj 


| OCCACARMT ,..0C- 


c2cati ebdureſ- 
ſimus, obdura- 
Ht deſperamug : 
Caſ: in Eth: 


K Conſcientia 
mala ſine deſ- 
.peratione. non 

et. S. Aug. 


{ N Pfal. AC 


przf. ſuper, 


_—_—_ 


ancient Gnoſticks with knowledge in the brain, with * 
puffing ſpeculations ſwiming in the head,but have little 
affe&ion of what they ſd apprehend in pure notion:bur 


my brethren, when all is done, it is not the underſtand. 
ing head,bur it is the underſtanding heart, that availeth 


to ſolid happines: The red y Dragon in the Revelation, is 
obſerved to have drawn the 34 part of thoſe who were 
| as ſtars for light, with him unto the earth ; -wherefore, 
the moſt experienced Caſuiſts have reſolved, That Gods 
School is more ofholy ſanQifed afte&ion,then of meer 
notional, or floating ſpeculation : and ſo ic hath been 
found true in all Hiſtories of the Church,thatunſan&i- 
fied wits aboundirg with variety of learning,as Arrius, 
Porphyrie, and other like;Satap hath made uſe of to cor- 
rupt, and to deprave the cruth of the Goſpel, 

2. Carefully preſerve Cen;cience from kuown diſobedi- 
ence ; it's dangerous to {light the ſtrokes thereot, when 
it z (mites thee for the aQ, and perpetration of that, 
whereof thy conſcience is = convinced it is finz when 
men ſtop their Þ cars againſt the dire&tions of that ſe- 
cret Monitor which God (as his principal Vice-gerent 


| in the ſoul ) hath placed in every boſome, they arein 


great peril of a down-fal;yea, that's the mcans,at length 
co make it filent,and ſo by degrees in the iſſue,through 
ccuftom, 4ſenſles, which inſenfibility is the moſt dange- 
| rous ſtate of the conſcience, Scio longius 4 ſalute abſiſtere 
membrum quod obſtupnit,& egrum ſeſe non ſentientem, peri- 
culsfius laborare,as S. Bernard ſpeaks, A ſtupitied member 
is hardly curable bur by corraſtves,if at all by them ; & 
| there is by far more hope of the curation of one fick 
(chough very far gone ) whois ſenfible of his malady, 
then of him, who before he doth,or will ſee his diſeaſe, 
is (wallowed up in a miſcarriage :, That one example 
is memorable of Hymineus ard Alexander, who having 
not joyned to their Science * Conſcience, having put 
away the one, they loſt the ſoundnes of the other, and 
| made ſhipwrack of their Falth, z Tim. 1. 19.20. 
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3. Cheriſh, 


4 a a 8&4 


| 


| this day, inthe Miniſtry of this very word now (po- 
j and guided by this good ſpirit of God ſpeaking to you 
{ in that very © word which himſelf hath c inſpired; its 
{ {aid to recount the caſe of many men in this behalf, 


| that throwoff ſuch motions with diſregard,and deem | 
| them (through the dJeceirfulnes oftheic hearts, the 


| conſcience that do ſurpriſe them. B.lcve | Brethren, 1 


| by the Spiric of God, and that not only in point of 


i never icave the ficickreftnſeof the moſt conſcientious 
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| 3- Cheriſh by all means the ſweet motiens of grace, 
and of the ſpirit of God: 1 Thef* 5. 19. O take heed, vex. 
him not. 1/z: 63. 10. grieve him not: Eph: 4 30. rather 
ler thine ears hear that word behind thee, ſaying: 
Thy u the way, walk ye in it,Iſa. 30.21: itmay be there 
are many of you here preſent, who now hear this no.ſe 


ken into your ears. Be afraid how ye negle&to be 4 lead 


e deetittulnes of fin, & the cunning infleu ations of Sa - 
than ) bur fits of melancholy ariſing from the natural! 
complexion of the body, or ſome ſudden qualnes of 


beſeech you confider that when Gad offers ſuch grace, 
he offers him(ſelfe »you as toChiſdren, it ye bef led 


z direfion.and of þ nſtigatior(unto which fleps is-pol- 
fible,asif Thad time might be demonſtrated for an un- 
regenerate man to aſcend) batchiefly in reſpcQ of pre- 
valence, {othart by way ot eminence, and ruling pre- 
dominancy, you areled by him, then are you the (ons 
of Gdin good earneſi: 4.Pradently notice, and with 
all ſpirituzll 7 circumſpeRicn, obſervethy declining, 
and abacements of thy meaſures of grace, and how 
thy devotion, orz:al(which fhould nor like Lfyas ſun | 
fand kill, bur likeDavids ſun rather rejoyce as a Gy- 
antp roruna race cnwards in its courſe) how it 
doth mM goback ike Hezekiabs ſun, in ics degrees; and 


meant, till chou hi recovered thy antient meaſures: 
Revi2 4.5. Yea I will be bold tofſay thus much further: 
No Chritti a: can poſhibly have any ſolid aſſurance up 


a Joh. 14,13, 
Pſal.1 43, tO, 
b Ifa.5g.21.. 
62 Tim. 3415, 
d Jer. 17. 9. | 


ce Heb, 3.13. 


fRom.8.14. 


2 Pal. 25.1: 
Mic.6.8. 
h ia 30«e21, 


Rome 8. 14 
; Ephel. 5. 15. 
a npi£@s, 


k Joſh. 10.-13. 
| Plal. 19.5. 
2 King. 20.10. 
m Ia. 38.0%, 


uu 


| on ficrs grounde, of any truth of ſaving grace begun 
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[in che heart,who is not carefull co cherith, and co en» 
creaſe it by thoſe means which God hath ſan&ified to 
| that end, and therefore he gave ſome Apoſtles, and 
ſome Prophets, and ſome Eyangeliſts, and ſome Pa- 
* 1 Cor. 3.5, |fors, and Teachers for the work of the Miniſtery, | 
6,7- not only t2 gather the Saints together, by * planting 
* 1 Pets5. 19. [of true Dofrine in the Church ; bar alſo to * confirm, 
irengthen, (cttle, ſtabliſh, yea ro| prrfeQ] the fam: 
Saints, underthe uſeof the ſame means of their firſt 
calling ice tothis purpoſe: Eph: 4.11. 12,13. to the 
Cameeff:Qis it, thas we read Cant: 3. 191, 3, 4 Where 
we may eafilie diſcover the behaviour of the Spouſe,or 
Church of Chriſt languiſhing under the abſence,or the 
withdrawing of ter Miſticall Husband Jeſus Chriſt: | 
what duth (he do? Why, mate diligent enquiry, and 
iiri& ſearch after hiv, leaving no wayes or means un- 
atrewpted, and isreſtles till ſhe had again found him | 
whom her foul loved: in thoſe wayes wherein (in all 
probability) ſhe had left himyin thoſe when ſhe ſought | 
him. Ye: thzreſecking ſhe found him not:By night in my 
bed T ſ-uzht him whom my ſoul loveth, 1 ſought bim,but I found | 
bim not; in her Þ:d the plaſe of eaſe,and reft,(ſhe means 
when {hz had too "much indulged chereto)lalling her 
* Indulgendum (elf efl:ep in a ſupine regardleſnes, and ſecurity, there 
_ on ",, \{h: found him no::Chrilt hath no inward ſenſible com; 
wt wy /+, munion with a refty,unaQive, lazy ſoul, for Chriſtians 
vires re-ocet, | malt not be Cretians, Ya55p1s apyor, * flow bellies: 
non enervet. |Well,what courſe doth fhzrtake next, Iwill riſe now 
ohms (ſai. ſhe) leave my drowey temperzand being riſen, 1 
{ Non fit ſetu'ty.| will go abour the City In the fireets, and in the broad 
ra ſuffocati , ſed, wayes, I will ſeek him whom my ſou] loveth, that is, 
requies laſſl, | 1 mong thoſe who ſtand * idle,& loitring in the Market 
"xg \> |places, unewployed in their own, though* bufie bo- 
* Es dies enongh,perhaps about the doings of others,or elf 

* 1 Pet. 4.15-|ſuch as following the guizz of wavering rimes,meteo 
: rizing as it were, and unrefolved,or indifferent in the 
'matters of Religiongrun on in a fall career the ſmooth ( 
broadt 
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| I faid, Saw ye bim whom my ſoul leveth? Whatare theſe 


| Hebr. 13.17. Well, the text adds, I: was but a little that 1 
| paſſed from them, but I found Him, wham my (cul loveth; 'to 


| Hewasto be fognd, namely, by the footſteps of the fl 'chs, 
| and by the ſbepherds tents; Cant: i. 8. there, if any where, 


{* ſent by God, wigh a Commiſſion to preach the Go- 


| did, and doth the Church again recover the preſence, 
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broad wayes to what is dangerous, ſhe ſoughe him 


chere,but ſhe mifſed of her aim, ſhe ſought him, but ſhe 
found him not:Wel,do but obſerve her in her carciage 
but a litele farther,and then, but not till then, ſhe finds 
him. The watchmen that go about the City found me to whom 


* Watchmen? but thoſe ſpiritual Paſtors,or Miniſters, 
whoſe office is to give warning, upon due, and feaſ-n- 
able diſcovery, of thedanger of the Souls enemies, as 
themſelies watching over them for good, even as 
thoſe who muſt give account in the day of judgment, 


imply, that whileſt ſh: ſought for Chritt, where indeed 


among ſuch Inſtruments of conveying him inthe Mi- 
niſtrey unto her ſoul, Hz was to be heardof, and 
aQually found , By the fame Mefſengers who were fi:{ 


ſpel of peace, & tobring glad tydings of good things; 
even by the ſame( if not in individuall, yet in kinde) 


and with iethe joy, and (ſweetneſs thereof to her di- 


firefſed ſpirits: to thelike purpoſe alſo may we hither | 


apply that gloſs which S.Bernerd gives upon the with 
drawing of Thomas from the company of the other 


Apoſtles unto whom the Lord Chriſt manifeſted Him- | . 


(elf afcer his refurre&ion,bat not unto him being then 
* away ; Faberss Thomd ſar Ge, full194, ſi ab Ap ſtolorum 


collegio ſegregatus Invesire Chriſtum pers : O Thomas, thou | 


art deceived, if cbou hopeſt co find Chriſt ſevered from 
rhecongrezation of the Apoſtles, and Siinrs of God; 
Wherefore is ic, that the Apoſtle ſo zealoufly exhorts 
the Hebrews, Hebr: 106. 25, not to fo:ſake the afſem» | 
bling of themſelves cogether,as the manner of ſome 1s; 


and, that man after Gods own heart, ſec how reſtleſs, 


D 2 WP 
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* Rom.1o0.15. 


* Joh. 29. 24. 
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you ans ——e TO ” & G-_ 


—_— — 


24 -q The Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, | 
oy his ſoul is, till he could( afcer a forced abſence from ' 
thence) again vific thoſe amiable tabernacles of the 
|Lord of hoſts ; mark, I beſeech you , what packetick 
- [metaphors or fimilitudes he borrows to illuſtrate, or 
expreſs his zealous anbelations, and gaſpings af er 
God; the oneof a woman under her 4.axia ( with | 
vhom there is pafor in ore, &- tremor in carde ) her tis of 
{opging, which if unſatished endanger ſwooning, yea 
often life it ſe'f: Pſal:$4.2. 47y ſou! longeth, yea,even faint 
etb for the cots of the Lord: my heart and my fl:ſÞ crieth out 
for the living Ed. The other cf che Hart bcaying afcer 
water,and readiceven to {ink down dead before the 
* Pſal 42.125) bloodie purſuers; A; the bart *panteth after the water 
bracks, ſo panteth my ſoul afier Thee, O God; Miy ſoul thirfteth 
for God for the living God; When ſball I come, and appear | 
before God ? His meaning is, to declare the ſweet com- 
| munion he lately had, and now moſt fervently again 
defied to renew wjth God, under the enjoyment of 
his reſtored, ſoul ſaving Ordinances, diſperſed in the 
SanQuary : ſo that this may well be ſet down as ano- 
cher preſervative againit chisd angerous downfall. 
| 5. Take heed, how thou doeſt allow,or bear with 
| thy (elf in any preſumptuous fin, yeathough bae in} 
{one lingle particular :If thou willingly lye dowa un: 
* Rom. 6-12- | 1er the power, dominion, * ceign of any one known 
fin, whereof thy judgment and conſcience, upon clear 
evidence of Scripture is convinced that itis a fin, thou 
canſt 1.0t promiſe thy ſelf an immunliey, or freedom 
from theggeatelt (in : alas! what odds is it,in the ifſae, 
wheberoks ſhip fink, or be lit in ſunder, ic beby 
ſome inſenſible, Cecret leak ,or by ſome violent blati 
char d:ſheth theribs thereot againit the rocks? or, if a 
bicd betaken in the gin, whether by one claw, or by 
the whole body, ſo it come into the hands of the fow- 
ler, as a prey ? and, indeed, the Apoſtle, 2 Tim: 2. 26. | F 
\uſech the very ſame metaphorof men held captive at 
6-5 [che will of the Devill , they are ip, taken] »i 
| | | | alive ( 


— 


TY 
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alive, even as a Bird ls trapped in a ſnare, and at the 
pleaſure}of che Devil to tempt, or to torment him: one 
mire may defile a ſow, one ſword deſtroy a man, one 
diſeaſe, as well as a thouſand bring him to his grave, 
even one fin unrepented of, endanger the ſoul to Hell, 


that clear Text, Pſal: 19.13. Keep back thy ſervant alſo 
from preſumptuen ſins, let them not have | dominion |] 


| the great tranſgreſſion: from this Sccipture it is very clear 
that even David himſelf could not ſecure himſelf fron) 
thier fin, in caſe he had born with himſelf under the 


(ay he was of his mind, a man as he, enlighined a 
Member of the Church, living under the dominion of 


Ghoſt, which here he cals che great tranſgrefſior: 
| When Confcience once grows incenſible of fin, 
as through | * cuſtome } of evill every confcience 
doth; what fin, or degree of fin can a man ſecure him. 
ſelf from? Eph: 4. 19. When a man is once paſt feeling, 


Now, for the proof of this, conſult I beſeech you,with | 


over me: then ſball I be upright, and I ſhall be innocent from } 


| 


[reigne] of particular preſumprions: Certainly, 1 dare | 


any fin, was endangered tothe fin againſt the Holy} 


j 


* Tanta eſt cor - 
Tuptela malx 
corſuetudins, 
ut ab ea igni- 


he gives himfelf co commir fin with greedines, the;, 
follows oft in Gods Judgment,fpiritual deſertion,God 
gives a man over to the ſwing of his own cor:upt 
heart, and to the power of Sathanz and he wuſt re:ds 
go(weſay) whom the Devil drives: Wherefore dear 
Chriftians, and Country men, *ſufferthe word of «x- 
hortation, and let the admonition be that of Pax], 2 
Tim: 2. 19. Let every one that names the name of Chrift depart 
from iniquity. Thepure graceof the glorious Goſpel is 
no * warrant for any impure, ranting licentiouſne: : 
Tremble to bear with thy ſelf in any fin agaioft con- 
ſcience,nor tolet fin reign ia thy mortal body (eſt thou 
endanger thy ſelf tots fin,which is unto death. 

\ Beloved, its a great mercy of God to be born inthe 
Church, and to enjoy the priviledges (though bur cut 


ward) of it,and yet this think of: The ſtate of the chil-| 


tur 4 natura 
dati, exoriantur 
q; vitia contra- 
ria. Cic. h.1. 
de Leg. 

* Heb 13.22. 


* Rom. 6.1, 
Gal.5. 13. 


| 


dren of the Church may prove worſe a great Gul, 
than 


cul; extinguan-| 


] 
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4 2 Thel. 2.11. 
b Deut.29.1 g 


27. 


| han the ſtate of J-ws, and Pagang,thas never yet gaye 
| :ntertainment:to the Gaf pel, though they haye fins 
-nough todamn them, yet they are out of danger of 


| freedome from che fouleſt fins, in whom any fin 
| relgns. 


| niſheth ſaying, Let #s go on anto perfeFtion : compare 2 
| Pet: 3. 18. For its impoſſeble that if we fall away, (ne means 


| che Lord hath afforded us 3 it ſhall be charged. more 
heavily upon the ſcore of Chorazin, and Berhjaids, and; | 


| means by preaching miracles, &. than the 0:her 


this fin unpardonable; therefore be <xhorted, and the 
more al{o,for that its ſtrange to ſee the ltrong deluſion 
ſent upon manyzthat thoug\ they 5 bleſs themſelves in 
cheir wicKednes, and add drunkenes to thirſt, yet ſeem 
'0 be out of danger of other grofle fins ; whereas: its 
demonſtrative from what hath been thus colle&ed 
from this of David, that no man can promiſe himſelf a 


Laſtly, ( for I haſten ) let not that be forgotteri of the 
Apoſtie, Heb: 6. 1. who upon this very ground, adme 


univerſally) we ſhouid again be renewed unto a true repen- 


tance; he ſeems totake it for granted, that there is no | 
| mean between ſeeming ſulficiency,and certain Apoſta. 


cy: and this withall remember, that oar growth will 
be expected, and accounted for, according to the mea 
ſure of our * watering,and thoſe means of grace which 


Capernaum in the day of Judgment, than wpon Thre and 
S;don, yea or upon Sodome & Gomorrah, though thoſe 
Cities were of mofi prodigious, and even*unnaturall 
abomfrations: the reaſon is, becauſe they. had mare 


had. 
To draw towards a conclufion: B:loyed Chriſtians 


let every one now, apor theſe ſeverall intimations, ſe- | 


riouſly «4 commune with his own heart,and let his ſpi- 
ric make diligent ſearch,examine and#cry himſelf jato 
what dezrees of this fin ke hath grown, that as Peter 
(pake to that c Simon, If it be poſſible,big ſis may be forgiven 
bim, whilſt every one endeavours to recover his ficit 


| 


eltate, and £9 do his firſt works, Rev: 2. 4, | 
4 W- 


0" "IE 
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We have been many of us brought paſt the antece- 
dents of chis fin; the Lord hath declared untous the 
| truth of the Goſpel, and oh, how pretious, not only in 
regard of the earity,but of the valuation and eſteem,as 
the word of God in the dayes of * Samael,was the light 
thereof, when it firſt brake out in theſe parts? I diubt 
not bur with many of as, illumination hath been ſo | 
clear, that we have been convinced, and ſome kind of 
| profeſſion moſt of us have made of the Goſpel. And yet 
alas! lamentableis the ſtate of many arelifting the | 
truth, and roo much 5 oppoling againſt ir, whereby the 
courſe of the Goſpel is not a little ſtopped, atleſtin 
the purity thereof: Hereunto may be added railings, 


a At.7.51. 
| b 2 Tim, 2.28 


c Joh.g 28. 
I Cor.5.11. 


and blaſphemies of the multitude; How many ſcan- 
|dals raiſed, Ifay not of the perſons of the Miniſters 
(thongh God,whereſoever he hath on earth a Chucch 
co gather,or toperfe&,he will have a Miniſtry, even in 
deſpite of H:11 ir ſelf, unto the end of the world) but. 
| [ofthe very DoQrineof the Goſpels And isit not too 
erue,that as 1ſþyael proſecuted Iſaac, Ga/:4.29. fo it is 
[now if any profefe but a *defire to keep conſcience| 
void of offence towards God & man is commonly* che 
| |by-word of the People. Brethren, theſe are fearful! 
ſteps, I may not ſay of malice, for then I weu'd trem 
ble,yea I am forbidden in my Text, to pray for men 
|ſofinning: But thus far many bave gone, Oler (ſuch la- 
bour to recover themſelves. Faxit. | 
Hicherto of the firlt, and generall uſe of this point: 1 
come now to apply it with a more particular reſpe& 
unto ſuch of Gods ſervants as have a more ſpecial in- 
tereſt in his favour,fuch as are aQaally regenerate,and 
born of God. Deareſt Chriſtians, this is that which 


| 


may prevent your own diſcomfort, that iſſues many 
times out of groundles fear, left your ſtate be as that 
of thoſe guilty of chis fin, hopeles in ſuch ſort, chat ve- 


ry inficmities, eſpecially where hath been knowl:dg 


1 Cor.6.10. | 
aciSepte, rayl- 
ling dicitur , 4 
AzCr & ip, 
as it were to 
excoriate, and 
Skin a man: or, 
Aoyos @®s Spy 
T1i\7TOr,. Eu-| 
ftathiws: A 
word wound- 
ing like a 
ſharp ſpearzby 
David the 
wicked tongue 
1s-compared to 
a ſharp razor, 
Plal. $2.2: 

d Heb. 13.18, 
e AC. 24.16 
Uſe 2. 


of Daty, and perkaps ſome reluQation of conſcience, 
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4 Jer. 32. 40- 

| b 2 Cor. 1.20 
c Heb. 10. 29. 
d Heb. 1 2.24, 
eGen. 4 10. 

1 f1 Joh.1.7. | 
£2 COL. 1.12+ 


3 


* I Pet. 2. 21 


* 2 Tim.2.25. 


* Lam. 3.44. 


[che whole 88ch Pſalm complaineth of the 


q ire cenſured this oreat fig: Bat cake heed,bear not falſe 


xitnes againſt thy ſelf, yea ar againſt thetruth ofthe 


| promiſes, and of that « everlaſting Covenant of grace 


nade tothy ſoul, and 5 ratified in the c blood of: Jeſus 
Chrift, whoſe bloud ſpeaketh © berter things then the 
blood of Ab ; d4hels bloud 4 cryed unto Heaven 
or yengeance, bat the eblood of Chriſt for mercy: 
K1ow thou this, whoſoever thou art that indeed fear: 


| eſt*God'in g ſimplicity cf heart, ſolong as a man 
{holds the way of righteouſnes in the courſe of his life, 


hough (like the exorbicancy of a wheel , temptation 
m2y Jaſtle him out of che crack) he have his ſteppings 


| afide in particulars, yet hereof let him be ſecure, this 


in he is not fallen into, for that implies an utter for 

(aking of the whole, * way of righteouſnes: and gene 
ally ſolong as we keepin us the love of Gods tiurh, 
and of Gods Children, for truths ſake, we are our of | 
gun ſhot of this fin: yea, if God at any time * give 
chee repentancefor any fin which thou haft-commir- 
ted , conclude it not this great fin, which izun-! 
:0 death. . | 


And ye: poſlibly, it may ſometime ſo fa! 
out ( for as in Water face anſwerechio face, ſc 
che Heart of Man to Man, Preverbs 27. 19. and i: 
hath been the cafe of divers others, even renowned 
Saints)I ſay it may ſometimes befall a godly ſoul, 
what ic did to David, and Heman; the one P/al: 77. 7. 
$8.9. paſſionately bemoaning himſelf, and dolefally 
putting the queſtion, (as ſpeaking after his preſent 
ſence.) Will the Lord caſt ff for ever? and will be 
be favourable no more * Is his mercy clean gone for ever ? 


doth his promiſe fail for evermore ? Hath God forgotten 


]fo be gracious ? bath he in anger ſhut up his texder mer- 


cies? Selah. Compare Pſalm: 35. and alſo Pſalm the 6. 
and- Pſalm 32.3, 4 and the other almoſt throughout 
* clouds 

from 
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| from heaven , yea of the very (f) thunder of G &] 
power and wrath ratling over him, and: ſenſibly fe 


have cryed Day and Night b:fore th:e, O encline thine eare 


bard upon me , and thou haſt afflifted me with all thy waves, 
Selah. Mine eye mourneth by reaſon of afiftion : And a- 


bideft thou thy face from me ? I am afflified, and ready to dye 
faom my youth up, while I ſuffer thy terrours, I am diſtradied ; 
thy fierce wrath goeth over me , thy ter1ours bave Cut me off. 
Beloved, here under theſe mournfull expreſſions ye ſee 
what ('s )blackneſſe now was upon the perplexed ſpi- 
rics even of theſe great Saints of God, for the preſent 
cime : and to the ſame effeR is that of FHezekiab, Ia. 
38.14, 15+ Like as 4 Crane or a ſwallow, ſo did I chatter, 
I did mourn as a Dove, mine eies faile with looking upward : 
O Lord, Iam oppreſſed, undertake for me, andeaſe me, --- 1 
{ball goe ſoftly all my years, in the bitterneſſe of my ſoule. In 
like manner St. Paul of himſclfe, 2 Cor. 7.5. Wee were 
troubledon every fide , without were fightings, within were 
| feares. And this many times is very much occafioned 
by entring Compariſons of our owne ſtate with 0- 
thers, on whom ( as we think ) t God ſhineth alroge- 
ther, and ſo weentertain conceits, as if the Lord had 
clean croſs'd us out of his Book , that he (i) regards 
us not at all ; that he looketh upon othere, bur paſſeth 
by us like a ( ) ſtranger,to whom we are not known : 
Then we think our owne cafe to be * none ſuch, when 
we take leiſure to looke upon others, and comparing 
them with our ſelves, ſay their (!) Tables are furniſh- 
ed day by day, whilſt earth and( =) aſhes and tearcs 


ole, and they ſee their children * dance before them ; 
and (Cas that not more learned, than devout Divine 
M. + (Hooker goes on, in flowrs of heavenly Rhetorick 
to ſet this out |) our hearts are heavy in wur bogies as 


gaine, verſ. 14. Lord, why caſteſt thou off my ſoule ? Wby | 


are our bread ; they (n ) ſing to the Lute, and to the Vi- 


in his ſoule within him : O Lord God of my ſalvation, | 


unto my Cry , for my ſoule is full of troubles, thy wrath lyeth | 


f Job 26.14, 


8Tob 3.5. 
Ioel 2, 6, 


h Job 29. 3. 
Plal. fFOe2, 


i Job 30. 20. 


k Jer. I 4. 3, 


* Lim. 1, 12. 


[ Pſal, 23. 5, 


m Plal. 42.3 
1 Arros 6. 5, 


* Plal. 17.14. 
T Mr. Hooker, 
treat: of per- 
petuity of 
Faith in the 


| EleR, p. 95» 


ty E lead, 
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o Phal. 6.6. | 


[] 


lead, our fighes beat as thick as a ſwift pulſe, our tears 
(9) do waſh the beds wherein we lye, whilft others 


Job 19. 3. 
1 Pf. 119.23, 
|" Pal. 31.12, 


* For my own 
part, Lin fuch 
a caſe of com- 
pariſons ( weh 
Ii 11 any, lure- 
ly in ſpiritual 
things are if 

nor odious, 

moſt diſcom- 
fortable) I 

ſhould adviſe 
a.diſconlolate 
ſoule,not to 

judg , or &- 

ſteem his ſpi- 
ritual ſtate by 
anothersmmea- 
ſures, but by 
his own inte- 


' Iſa. 26. 4. 
Ta. 63-1. 
© Pfal. 103. 8, 
* £70 Tel FIC-17- 
TALL TETEL, 
E&, yet there 
1s hope lefc 
thee. $r, ow 
the Apoſt'e 
faid itin the 
Ecleſraſt. Hijt. 
ro a wild yong 
man,Exz:10.2, 


P Job 29. 6. | 


) 


Ticy, and ſoundneſ:, and to conſider himſelfe not by the degrees of inherent fan- 
@fication by way of vigorous exerciſe, (which may be interrupted , Mar. 4.40. 
ia h:mſelf) but by the ſtability of Gods donation, or gift of that grace in ir ſelf, yt | 

is irrevocable, Rem.11. 29-and then reſt confident,'that (as Dr. Field exprefſeth ic | 
({.1.c.7,8. of the Church) ſaving grace winneth infalibly, holdeth inſeparably, and 
leadeth indeclinably , .of which whoſoever is partaker ſhall undoubtedly be ſaved. 


| 


| 


| 
| 


floweſt to conceive a wrath, and readieſt 1o forgive a ſinne : 
Tam pater nemo , Tam pius nemo, Tertul. Take the Apo- 
p P 


waſh in their paths in (Pe) butter, as ob ſaith : The 
Lords candle ſhineth faire upon their foreheads ; wee 
are hanged up like (4) bottles in the ſmoak, caſt into 
corners like the ſhzrds ofa broken pot : Tell not us of; 
che promiſes of Gods favour, tell * | ſuch }] as do reape | 
the fruit of chem, they belong not to us, they are made 
ro others. Now Brethren , the Lord be mercifull to 
our weakneſs, but thus it is ſometimes : But thou wil 
now ſay unto me , what muſt my demeanour be under 
this (ad diſtemper of my ſpirit, thus as Davids, Even 0- 
verwhelmed within me, Pſal. 142. 3. Why, do thou as 
thoſe very Saints of God (in the like condition before 
thee )did; review Pſal. 77. 10. After the Prophets la- 
mentation , upon his more adviſed thoughts, he ſaid, | 
it was his | infirmityJſotodo, and then he called to 
remembrance the yeares of the right hand of the moft 
High : The right hand is both the ſtcongeſt, and wirh- 


all the mofi ready to uſe, upon all occaſions ; fo with | 


the Lord moſt high there is an omnipotent power ( f ) 
an everlaſting ſtrength, and, He is mighty to ſave, the (t) 


les counſel, Heb.10.32.35+ Caſt not therefore away your 
confidence, which hath great recompence of reward ; Chide 
Gown thy diffidence and diftruſtfull paſſions, and fay, 
hy art thou thus caſt downe 0 my ſoule ? and why art thou 


diſquieted within me ? Hope tbou in God, for I ſhall * [ yet }| 


praiſe him, who is the health of my countenance, and my God, 
Plal. 42. 11, & 43: 5. What? donot the promiſes be- 


long. 
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yet more, an heire, a joynt-heir with Jeſus Chritt him- 
ſelfe ? and by that means (v)) encompaſſed with a 
guard of heavenly ( w) Angels, even. Angels of (x ) 
might, and power to proteQ thee againſt all the pow- 
ers of Hell , and darknefſe? To whom but unto thee, | 
who art a regenerate ſoule , doth that promiſe apper- | 
taine (y) Heb. 13. 5.1 will never leave thee , nor for ſake 


| thee ; there are five Negatives in the Greek repeated, to 


aſſure Gods people, that he will never forſake them ; ir 
may be rendred according to the Greek ( as one doth 
it ) I will not not leave thee , ncither will I not not- for ſake 
thee : Repetitions are no vaine Tautologies in holy 
Writ, they are uſed as Pharaoh's dreams were (:) doub- 
led, to affure the Saints of the more certain confir- 
mation of what the Spiric of truth hath ſpoken : To 
thee, I ſay belongeth that rich, and (2) precious, even 
honourable promiſe of Almighty God ; alas! al as ! *cis 
not for ſwine to expe ſuch pearls ao be caſt away up- 
'on them, Matth. 7. 6. Thisis a teat of comfort onely 
for the Child to ſucke, even to(Þ_) ſuck out and be ſa- 
tisfied, as from the breaſts of Conſolation ; this is nor 
meate for every mouth, but a choſen moyfture provi. 


| ded for Gods Inheritance only ; this is Wine of Gods 


owne Cellar , layd up for his Spouſe alone, that is, 
| Whereforelift up the hands wv <> hang downe, and the 
| feeble knees, Heb. 12.12. O takeheed of that ug]y fin, 
ofall others the moſt odious , andblack in the eyes of 
that God whoſe glorious grace (©) ſuperabounderh 0- 
ver mans fin, I meane that monfirous finne of Deſpair, 
by which Fudas the Traytor ſinned more ( ſaith an 
ancient Father ) than by betraying his Lord, and Mz- 


| ter Chriſt ; and therefore was it that S. Aſtin gave the 


lye to Cain, when under the guilt of his awakened con- 
ſcience he cryed out, Gen, 4. 13. My/ſinne is greater then 


| can be borne , Mentiris Cain, faith that devout Father, 


wh ('} | 


E 2 


long to thee? a(t) ſervant? a \ friend ? yea, a( t) ſon, | Pal. 116.16, 


Num. F 2, 73 


13. Joh15 12, 
Is. © Rom. 8. 
I4. T7, Heb. 
I2,7, U Pfal. 
34 9. Cant.s6, 
8. w Heb. r, 
I4. * Plalm. 
103. 20, & 2 
Theſ. r. 7. 
Yy Vn Gt 2&6 
td & wh 0% 
EY KELTUM Wa, 
z Gen. 41.32. 


2 2Pet. 1.4, 


for the devout ſoule dedicated unto Gods ſervice: | 


b T/4a.66 17, 


c Rom. 5.20» 


8, ſ]am. 2. | 
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1© Jam, 2-13, 
fa Cor, 1. 3. 


q : 
| ® Gen,49,1J- 


| 


6 Ida. 59. % 

h Plal,139.9. 
* Deſperation 
what it is, 


i 
i Dr, Prid. 


Lea. 6. Sea. 
2. 


F 32 | 
FE [ who himlſelfe, by his own Confeſſions (after the extra- | 

| yagancirs ofa vaine | » wherein he followed too 

| * Eecl.21.9. | much the (5) fight of his eyes, experimented the ſweet | 


 nefſe of thoſe overflowing mercies, which do ſo much | 


{ 
k 


| 


Mercy flowing from the God and (f)) Father of all 
comfort azwater doth from a Spring or Fountaine 
,moſtgenuinely, and freely ; but Juſtice comes forth as 
liquor from the Wine-preſſe , when the grapes age 
ſqueezed, and after a ſort * wrung out from him! 
hardly ; God doth nor afflit willingly | delipps] or, 


3- 33- There was never any man-periſhed for want of 


himſelfe ; as it wasa fin in the Iſraelites to limit Gods 
| power, Pſal, 78. 41. fo Þ is 


God to pardon ? Wherefore, once again let me exhort 


firſts) Eggs thereof, and daſh that Babyloniſh brat 
in (h) infancy. Beloved, * Deſparation is a kind of 
720& or affe&ion growing out of the ſenſe of fin and 
wrath , It is malum grduum inſtans, & inelutabile, as one 


| 


judging of Gods affeQion, and good will towards : 
men, the foule conceives of him , as of one that hath 
atterly caft off all care, or reſpe& towards it ; whereas 
|theLO R D bimſelfe is thy keeper, the LORD 7s thy (hade 
upon thy right band, Pſal. 121. 4, 5. and hath comman- 
ded thee to commit the keeping of thy ſoule to him, in 
well-doing, as unto a faithſull Creator, 1 Pet. 4. 19. 
And by ſodoing, we have all a ſure promiſe, 1 Pet. 1. 
5. Tobe kept by the power of God, through faith and 
ſalvation, A ſalvo conſervantis condu&u, non 4 vacillante 
| conſervati progreſſu : as an Orthodox (i) Divineglofſeth 


Keeper , n d not left tothe wavering unſt-ady progreſſe of 


—Th Ti gan ie ay Ght 


(+) rejoyce, and triumph, as it were, above judgment ; | 


from his heart, nor grieve the children of men, Lam. | 


mercy in God, but for want ofhis owne repentance in | 
thee ; Cruſh that Cockatrice of Deſpaire in the very | 


ftileth it , and ordinarily it proceedeth from the mil: | 


thoſe words ; Weare kept by the ſaving guidance of God the | 


alſo to limit his mercy; | 
What fin can be imagined or eopinkered too great for | 
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by bim. Whar (ball I fay more? 
ſooner {{ ſaith a reverend k Divine ) ſhall God forgive 


Angels, then this damned ſinne of Deſperation ; Give 
me leave among many ( that | may contra this Dit- 
courſe) co preſent to you one Meane, or Remedie to 
prevent , or elſe to remove this evill ; Which evill, if 
given way unto ( through the inveterate malice, and 
envy of the Devill ) it may like that ! worm in Jonah's 
Gourd in anight, cate out all the very ſap, and life of 
divinecomfort:the Mean is this, Diligent and prudent 
obſervation of Gods dealing wth others of his ſervants 
finning though grievouſly in particulars; and withall 
of our owne perſonall * experiences that ( in former 
tiqzes) we our ſelves have had of Gods goodneſs in our 
own ſouls ; » Experience is the nurſe of Hope ; Per ea, 
que agno ſeas preſtita,diſcas ſperare promiſſa,by thoſe things 
which you have known performed, learn to hope for 
thoſe things which are promiſed z to which meditati- 


glorious Attribute in God, his * Immurability and 
unchangeablenefſe, Mal. 3. 6. am. 1. 17. andthatin 
reſpe& both of his power and goodnefle : make this 
reckoning , that th« Benefits which he hath b<ftowed, 
are (ſaith judicious Hooker ) as ic were bils obligatory, 
and ſufficient Sureties , that he will beſtow n further ; 
Neither is his hand » ſhortned, or his good will , no 
nor duth he faile to| remember his Covenant of love 
made with Believers, Pſal. 111. 5. The Lord, ſaith the 
Apoſtle , is not unrighteoxs to forget , Heb. 6. 10. As his 
hand is nor ſhortned , ſo neither his arme weakned, 


| that it cannot ſaveas it bath done ; Hee'is the ſame ye- 


fterday, and to day, and for ever to his choſen , Heb. 13. 8. 
His paſt, or preſent mercy is ſtill a warrant of his future 
love, becauſe whom be lovetb, be loveth unto the end , John 
13.17, Underſtand it amore benevolentie., with the love 


ot benevolence ; though not amore beneficentie , In .re- 


| 


on Jet usalſo joyne the ſerious conſideration of that | 


the Apoftacy of the Reprobate, lapſed, and damned Pa 


: | 'gard 


! Tona 4. 9. 


| 
A remedy a- 


painſt deſpair. | 


* Pfal. 57.10, 
IT. | 
Heb.1 0.32, 
m Rom. 5, 4. 
* Tfa man 
have received. 
true aſſurance 
of Gods fa- 
your, though 
bur once in 
all his life : 
yet by thar 
one ſigne, he ; 
may aſſure 
himſelf of his 
ſalvation, up- 
on this 
ground, John 
13. I. that 
Gods love js 
vnchangea- 


ble, though | 
ever after we | 
live in temp- | 


tation, Perk, 
on Mat: 7.23. 
n Mat.25.29. | 
0 Num. 11.23 
Iſa. $0. 2, & 
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| ? Mat. 26.70, 
\ *2 The. 2.3. 


q4 Epheſ. 1.22, 
| f Rev. 22.20. 


| *Plal. g. 5. 
\Þ 


PO CO 


_———_ 


draw for a tiniehis hand, 

And that I may ſhorten the way , by Examples, 
which ſeemeth ofcen too long, by Precept ; I ſhall offer 
ewo, and thoſe moſt notorious to your conſideration : 
One is of Peter the Apoftle, and the other of Mary Mag- 
dalene, out of whom it's ſaid that the Lord had caſt no 
lefſe then ſeven cevils: Goe, ſaith the Angel , Mar. 16. 
7. to the woman , who came to ſee the Sepulchre wherein 
Chriſt was laid ; Goe your way, tell bis Diſciples, and Peter, 
that be goeth before you into Galilee , there ſhall yee ſee him, 
namely, after bis Reſurreion. Why is Peter here menti. 
oned by name more , or rather than any of all the o. 


nation, and a of grace in Chrift , to ſingle him ouc 
by his name; as is obſervable in God coward his fa- 
yourite Jacob, Iſa. 43.1. Feare not, 6 Jacob, for I have 
redeemed thee , I have called thee by thy [Name thou art 
mine : Now Baronius and the Fry of the Roman Ca- 
tholiques, from this priority of Order wherein S. Pe- 
ter was now preferred, in a perſonall nomination, 
would coyne an argument for the cecumenica], univer- 
ſal ſupremacy of the Pope, as the alone viſible Monarch 
of the whole catholike Church diffeminate allthe world 
over, uſurping withall an uncontroulable juriſdi&i- 
on over all powers and conſciences, by pretending 
to a perſonall ſucceſſion of Peter Im the Sea of Rome, 
although indeed he reſemble him in nothing rightly, 
but in the Þ denyal of his Maſter : But away with thoſe 
paraſites of that * man of ſmne, and leaving thoſe 
bladders of Antichriſtian hanghtineffe and pride, to be 
cruſhed by the feet of that fupream head of his Church, 
q whots now haftning to the r Judgement of the great 
Whore ; Amen, even ſo © come, Lord Fefus , come quickly : 
O how would it joy thy Saints to fee her lye in the 
(t) duft. I wis, there is other honey which the betic- 

ving Bces may ſack from the ſweet flower of this ex- 
ample 


———— 


Cee et. 


—————— 


4 
1 gard of the manifeftarion of aftual benificence he with- 


ther Diſciples or Apoftles ? ſurely it was a ſpecial dig- | 


it. 


WH 


The Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, © 


ample of Peter, who had the honour , and happineſſe 
to be thus ſaluted, before others , after his Saviours 


 Reſurre&ion ::Goe end tell Peter ! Would any one have 


thought Peter in a capacity of regard from Chrift, 
whom againſt a ſolemn u proteſtation to the contrary 
he had denyed , and abjured, even then too, when. his 


appeared in the time of his jgnominy, and reproachtful 
uſage by his cruell Judges : Yes, ry deare Bretaren, ob 
boc ipſum , quia gravins deliquit, as Granatenſis, with ſun- 
dry others, obſerveth, for this very cauſe, for that he 
had more grievouſly fallen, yet having w wept bitter- 
ly after that fall, and repented for it ; hence it was, 


vour, and was received to mercy : The like meditati- 
on alſo may ariſe out of the ninth verſe, from the in- 
ſtance of Mary Magdalen , out of whom he had caſt ſe. 
ven devilly, and yer ipdry rpanr papia MayJrawi hee ap- 
peared to this very Mary,and that (which much heigh- 
tens the Emphaſis ) to her too | firſt] before to a- 
ny other, yea before heappeared, for ought we read 


manifeſtation of the compleat Redemption ; when our 
Saviour by his rifing from the dead gave an y affured e- 
vidence, and an infallible proof, that all the debt 
which was due to Gods Juſtice for the fingof Believers 


who undertooke to, ſatisfie, was acquitted from the 


| priſon of the Grave, the payns of death being looſed, 


becauſe ic was not poſſible that we ſhould be holden of 
it, AF 2. 34, Look then, as the woman that was made 
of a man, brought in fin, and death, ſo the man that 
was made of a woman, brought in righteouſnefſe and 


life ; 


Bur 


fidelity to his Lord and Maſter ſhould ſpecially have | 


that upon that planck of Repentance, after ſo dange- 
rous a falling, he ſwam ſafe againe to the ſhoar of fa- | 


in Scripture, to Mary his Virgin Mother ; Firft, to a 
woman, that asa woman had been * firſt in the tranſ- + 
greſſion , ſo ſhould ſhe be the firſt who partook in the | 


was now fully diſcharged, in that Chriſt their ſurety, | 


K 


m— 
oY 


w Mat.26,75. 


| | 
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2 Ter. 9, 21, 


b S, Cyprian, 
De Cena Do- 
mini, Sea.16. 


| 


* Rem.10.20, 
Pſal. 21. 3. 


| -» Pal. 56, 8 


wt 


: Luk. 7.39. | 


——. 


| Bur was it not ftrange , that our Saviour ſhould 
above all other women in the world, ſhew him- 
ſelfe, and all this favour to Mary Magdalene, one-who 
had b:en ſuch a loathſome ſinke of uncleannefſe, that 
| ſeven devills, or a multitude of heynous crimes poſ- 
{cfſed her whole {clfe, as if ſhe had lyen down wholly 
under the full power and dominion of all, or moſt of 
the devills in Hell ; Yer, firff, to Mary Magdaleze , out 
of whom hee had caft ſeven devills : Surely this was 
done, ſaith Fanſenius, and with him many Divines, In 
conſolationem penitentium , to be for the infinite comfort 
of poor Pznicents z as Mary Magdalene had curled ( pro- 
bably )) and criſped her frizled locks for wanton dal- 
liance, and luftfalnefſe , ſo being forgiven much upon 
her Repcntance, ſhe teſtified her love to that Saviour 
who had pardoned her, by : wiping his feet with the 
hair of her head , and waſhing them with her teares, 
cleanſing thoſe unchaſt, and adylterous 2 windowes, 
by which Death hadentred, and fo often endangered 
her ſoule to damnation : So true is that ſweet medita- 
| tion of St, Þ Cyprian, upon the gracious a& of Chrift in 
pardoning the penitent Thief on the Groſſe, about his 
laſt expiration , quecungq; neceſſitas cogat adpenitudinem, 
Nec quantitas Criminis , nec brevitas temporis nec vite enor- 
| mitas, nec Hore extremitas, ( ſi vera contritio, ſi pura fuerit 
voluptatum mutatio ) excludit a venia; That is , neither 
the greatnefle of the Crime , nor the enormity of the 
life, nor the extreamity of the laſt howre, provided 
that Cordiall, and ſerious Repentance ſeaſonab]y in- 
tervene, and come in between fin and judgment,none 
of all theſe doeexclude from favour, and mercy from 
a gracious God, who ſo often * prevents a ſinner with 
the offers of attonement ; when a poor penitent ſeems 
to be as it were, at a loſe in a kind of wilderneſle, then 
ſounds the horn of ſalvation for his returne to God, 
| who embraceth him returning, returning ( I ſay ) yea, 


—_— 


—— 
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though it be after a long * wandrcing our of the wayes | 
| of / 


mc 


| vi uinis amplefFitur, Luk. 15-20. when his ſon was yet 
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of righteouſneſs ;to which purpoſe is chat we read of 


return, return; every fin is an averſion, or a turning 
from the Creator to the creature ; butevery a& of re- 
pentance is a * ceturning of the finner from the crea», 
tureuntothe Creator back againz ſohere ©nzter dicit 
Revertere, ſaich St. Bernard, He repeats this returning 
to the Shulamite foure times together ; ar if he had 


turn from the aQual fins of thy life , return from chy 
fins of cuſtome, and return alſo from thy ſcarlet, and 
from thy crimſon, and thine enormous tranſgreſſionsz 
Dun won ſiupeat charitatem Dei ſpreti, & revocantia ? as 


Chriſt drops myrrhe, ana healing in this paſſage, in 


þ 


feſtation of ſo tranſcendent indulgence of the Lord: 
from heaven to a miſerable,wretched,relapſed finner, 
who being cffered love refuſeih, yea a deſviſerth it, 
and yet ſucb, and ſogreat is the Lords 9119: $oa:e, his 
free love to mankind, that though they go caſtray 
like ſheep from the fold , where they might be ſafe, 
| wandring amidft d wolves, by which they are in dan- 
gerto betorn; yet, he erecals them back again unto 
himſelf in mach love; and fif they will, though after 
a long exfettation, and patience, bur return at laſt to 
the g Shepherd and Biſt.op of their ſouls ; lo, he is rea» 
dy to meet them in kindneſs, who meet him in righ- 
reouſneſs, Iſa 64.5. Yea, as Calvis obſerves upon the 


| F £ under. 


carriage of the Father towards the repentant prodi- 
galſon returning, Redeuntem eminus agnoſcit , atqz eo 


a great way ff, and had but hpurpoſed as it were in 


in the Camticles, Cant: 6.13. Return,return,0 Shulantite, 


ſaid, Return frem the original fin of thy Nature, rc| 


the ſame Father; O admirable love, every finger of |. 


this one ſingle inftance it ſhews ir (elf in all ics dimen- | 
fions, in the breadth, and length, and depth, & height | 
thereof, as St, Paulexprefſeth it, Epbej. 3.18. Who is 
not even ſtupified under the apprehenſion, and mani= | 


F Mal.z 7. 


a Jer.23.17, 
ACAN.13. 41. 


b Tit. 3.4» 

c Pfal. 119. 
176. 

t Fer. 2.23. 
d Nat.10.16. 
e Pro. 1.24, 
f Jer. 4.1. 

2 } PeEt.2.35, 


his heart co ariſe, and go back co his Father ( for 1 


<_——_ 
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i Athanaſius, 
qu. 78. tom. 2+ 


pag: 295. 
k Mat. 3.8. 


p- 
h #1 


*.1 Pet. $.10, 


20 

* Pfal. 118.5. 
* Pſal. W.8. 

| 


{nueth under that fin, withoar remorſe impenitently 


underſtand this parable of one who.had been already | 
| formerly in communion with che Church ) his father 


(aw him, and had compaſſion, and ran, and fell on his 
neck, and kifſed him in all che poſtures of love embra- 
cing, welcoming, entertaining of him, and rejoycing 
in higreturn home: © fo «paphia dovyyopums mapa 1g 
Yep” iv Tols 6mes, 0) x7! atiar permosom, as moſt ſweetly 
i Athanaſius, to the ſame effrt, No fin is irremiſlible, 
ind unpardonable to any foul , that in an holy man- 


pentance 3 not to him who blaſphemeth fimply, 
ny 79 & Ti Gramynus ermon , as the fame Fa- 
cher hath ir, bur, unto him who abideth, and conti- 


is forgiveneſs denyed, who fo finally perfiſts under 
ſuch a ſtate, heir is, who finneth aatodeath. 


«eu Yyour patiencez and yetIhave oneword more 
£o* drop for comfore to a regenerate ſoul, which is 
like tothat wine made by Chriſt at the marriage Feaft 
at Cang of Gabilee,perhaps the * gocd kept til laſt. And 
chat word is his,which Iwith imprinted evenin chara- 
&ers of gold, indelebly upon the hearts of every crue 
Nathaniel, and Iſralite*indeed : This is that I would 
ſay, this blaſphemy of the Holy Ghoſt,(ſo explained as 


unto death? chis fin 1 ſay is not incident at all into any 
cne,whoſoeveris ele&,and born of God, and fn conſe» 


[quently toſuch an one, there is no danger of final-con-[| 
demnation: Rom: 8. 1. Becauſe their fins though dead: | 


ly in theic own nature, yet arenotſo in the event to 
them. 

I confeſ{: that for divers good ends , that the * God 
of all grace in:endeth thereby, the choiceſt of Gods 
own People are ſometimes under great diſtrefſes , ſhut 
up as it were # 7 5woxopia, in a * firaight place, 


ner repenceth, and brings forth fruit k meet for re-| 


Well, I perceive tis timetoend, and I doubt left 1 | 


ye have now heard it) this fin,which is chus ſaid to be| 
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out of which they ſee nor how co come forth; and} 


how. | 
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| howſoever the Lord will in the event, cauſe all to 


| graces languiſhing, or other like end , which in his infi- 


ſurprized ; but eſpecially if the * ſoul be alſo fore 


| all outward comforts are but as the * cracklings of 
thorrs under a pot, wicthour ſolid heat, or any laſting |. 
| light: A Crown of Gold , though dec*kc wich all the 
| gowt, norany thing that is * before them , or about 
marvel, becauſetherearein this evill of a perplexe 


| conſciencegtwothings eminent above all others, which 


| do wich man,or at the worſt with devils,in thishe hath 
immediarly to deal with God himſelf: * polluted man 


| gainſt afoul, the fvenomeof his arrows muſt needs 


L 


CU 


A 


"Ip 


work together for their ſpicicuall good ; yet whillt the 
ſerenity of Gods countenance is clouded as to them, 
whether for their 5 criall, or elſe for the *chaflning of 
ſome particular Delinquency, or for the * quickning of 


nite wiſdome heaimeth ac; Ifay, during that ſtate, 
miſerable are the perplexities wherewich chey are 


vexed under ſome preſent apprehenſion of wrath by 
reaſon of ſome fin committed againſt knowledg, and 


conſcience, then that wounded (pirit who can bear? | 
ſaith Solomon; Prov. 18. 14. alas none, Iniquicies chars 


ged [there] ar e too *heavy to be bornz in ſuch a caſe, 


orient rubies of the higheſt value,cannot care an aking 
head, nora velyet flipper eaſe the torments of the 


them miniſter any joy, or refreſhing cothem; And no 


make it intoll erable, a wound not to be born; one is 
this, that whereas in all vther affligions man hath to 


wich an * all pnre God, finfull man with an * holy God, 
offending man*with an apgry God, who is in his 


wrath a conſuming fire; O the inexprefſable agonies of 
| a * deſolate ſoul, afflited for the abſence of Gods 


ſmiles, tormented for che preſent ſence of his frowns 
for fin! When God bimſelf writes bicter things a» 


drink up the very ſpirit within bim. 2#idprodeſt non hs- 


bere conſciumzhabenti conſcientiam? (aith g LaFantizs,chere 


|z Job 13. 26. | 
Pro.14. 10, 
h Job6 4. | 


a Rom. 8.23. 


2 Chron. 32. 
31. | 
b1 Pet. 1,7, 
Zech. 13.9. 
c Jobs. 17. | 
d 1 Cor.11.30 
tor this cauſe. 
eHoſ 5.15. 

* Plal. 6.3» 


q 
-- 


* Pfal. 39.4. 
* Pſal. $8.9. 


* Eccl. 9.1. 


a Job 25. 4. | 


Pro. 20.9. 

b Hab.1.13- 
c Joſh.24.19. | 
d Pal.9.11. 
and 76.79. | 
e Heb. 12.29. 

j Plal 143.4: 


i LaFant. 1.6. 
c. 24: | 


needs no other teſtimony,where God himſelf is a.h wit- (* N9m- 79+; 


; 
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1 Exod. 34. 7. 
k Pſal.90.7 ,8. 
I Plal. 76.7. 


* Num 25.17. 
| 2 Chro. 15. 66 


| * Aﬀt.24.25. 


n Jer. 32. 35» 


0 Joh. 8.9. 


þ Pro. 14.13. 
q Tit. I.190 
By: 


* Pfal.102. 6. 
'7 2 Cor.4.8. 

s Pfal: 143.4: 
t Heb.10.35. 
« Heb.10.38. 


| nip 
on. Secondly, whereas in other evils, a man is ſtill a 


| dernes,” deſolate diſtreſſed, s perplexed. 


nes, and ifthe heart, ebat is the conſcience,condeinn a 
man, God is greater than the heart, and knoweth all 
chings,and will ſurely much more condemn him,being 
i guilty: 3 Fob: 3. 20, 21. Now who (:ff.&ed with the 
confideration of his dreadfull Majetty ) can ſtand &be- 
fore God immediatly,when he is angry,and 7 rebuke:h 
man for fin? What can that which is but finitedo, in 
dealing with bim who is infinite? where is no proporti. 


friend to himſelf, in this caſe, he becomes a ſcourge, 
a magcr-miffabib, a fear round abour, like Paſhur, a 
terror to himſelf. Fer: 20. 4. and whatſoever is ia him, 
all conſpires againſt him, underſtanding memory all: 
guilt in the conſcience is an importunateevill,and ſtill 
* vexeth as a 11;dianite was vexed, even as a thing tha: 
is raw reſtleſly: nor can we baffle, or put ic off, as Felix 
Md Saint Pax!, who touched him to the quick, ſaying, 
* oo thy way for this time, and when Ihavea conveni- 
ent ſeaſon, Lwill ſend for thee; orif as thoſe that offe 

red their Children ton Aolechin fire, were wont with 
D:ums todrown the noiſe, and ſcreeches of their little 
ones, in the valley of Hinnem, we think colilence it, its 
all in vain: Conſcience under the , convigion of fin, 
and nnpacificd , its anill companion in company, it 
daſheth all chy y pleaſares, qdefileth all thy devorions. | 
embitters all chy comforts, but a worſe when alone, 
Wherfore a ſoul that is in ſuch a caſe, (during the con: 
tinuance of the ſame)it fics like a *Pelican in the Wil- | 


Bat yet my dear Brethren, 7 caft not away your con: 
fidence, but # live as the juſt man doth, that is, ought 
todo. By faith, one grain of living, vigorous faith may. 
remove a Mountain of fin into the Sea of forgerfulnes, 
which faith,faich che great Apoſtle, is the ſubſtance of 
things hoped for, the evidence of things not feen, Heb: 


AU 


11, Is OiCouipcr Vrncers, the meaning is, that faich 
doth after a ſort give being, and a ſubſiſtence in the; 
ſoul! 


| 
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ſoul tothoſe things, which being true in the promiſe ; 2 Heb. 10. 29. 
of God, but yet not atually enjoyed, only are expeR- | Po _ 
ed, and hoped for: And in this {ad caſe,dwell ſeriouſly | kg Ad rang 
upon the meditation of the promiſes which have all | isa good pre- 
theic yea, and amen; their fall ratification in the| pararivet > | 
blood of Chriſt, the blood of the Covenant. Now look um bp Ara | 
what isthe promiſe? ſee (as ſeaſonable tothis thy pre- | ſanQiified,) - 
| ſentſad condition) Matt: 5. 4. Blefſed are they that moxrn |& indeed the 
for they ſhalt be comforted. P/al: 85-8. God the Lord he will ſolid rrue 
ſpeak * peace unto bit peoplegand to bu Saints; provided they Hip Sy 


. broughr 
demean themſelves as Saints, v7z: that afcer peace ſpo- OT A 


ken tothem repenting for their folly,they do not again | Ifa.61.1, |} 


| return to the Came folly.ſee Hoſ7 2. 14, Tf. 40.1.2. When | Matt-11.28. 
LINE LLA46 TOs f + 2% 40.1 Whe See Dr Sc/ater 


God ſpeaks peace, his very ſpeaking is performing-| $1. c: 
| Hath the Lord foken, and ſhelinet he do it? even Fehu could ſaved. Sickſoul 
acknowledg to much, (being convinced of iein a parti- | a Albertus No- 


cular proof thereof, x know now faith he, there (hall _ pn 
fall unto the earth,nothing of the Lord which the Lord | j, p54, wk 


hath ſpoken, Ibut thou wilc ſay,lI feel no ſuch ching as| tor. 3. 5.55, 
peaceſpoken to my ſoul ? ſappoſe not is preſent ſence, | 14.De 7uftif: 
yet it is moſt firm, and ſurein the promiſe of God; now 3-440. OR 
live by faith, by beleeving thou layelt a foundation; | 9-12, rhatthe | 
(fo « ſome render, and expound the word vm5z91s)| friioners of hope 
upon which to build the certain expcQaiien of the | turato theſtrong 
promiſe, the more viſible things are , and obvious, or | 121% 30d yer, at 
, . ime,.there 
preſent to the ſence, the weaker is the faith, forthe ex-| was }ar ily ary- | 
cellency thereof js when ic reſts vupon.the naked word, egy neo; __ 
andauthority of God the promiler; which was exem- tUrm ro: 0 ph. 
plified io Job, Chap: 13.15 Though the Lord kill me (faith | ff oe Beko 
| he): wil Iiaftin bin, and in Abraham know that| aid, when hu- 
Gods power was perfeRed in the truth, though weak-| f27* c1P5 a= | 
{nes of his ſervants faith, 2 Cor- 12. 9. he ſtood nat por | ct,ard moſt im. 
ring upon the weaknes,or unlikelyhood of ſecond caur —_— 
ſes roproduce, or accompliſh an iflue, when both him | w:s the moſ 
ſelf and bis Wife were, through naturesdebility , paſt | 279p** (Eaſon for 
| . ; th and hope to 
all expeQation of a Son ; but he ſtill looked UPpOan the | exerciſe their 


ſedfalines of the promiſe, for the truth, and word ſake | —_—— 
of ; 
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y: 61,7n werbo 
Argumentum, 
oo pag: 1b. 326 
227, 

j* Matt.9.27. 


d Pro.28.13. 
I Joh. 1. 9+ 

AR. 11.23, 
f 


4 "WI 


2 2 Cor.7.10. 
h Plal.51.4+ 


;-Joh. 12.40, 
2 Cor. 4,4. - 
k Rom. 2. 5. 
Heb, 6.6. - 


]ching promiſed. Rom: 4. 19. 20.21. Faith made the Son 
| 


.s.| gament of things not ſeen, for that it ſerveth fo 
: | convincingly , to enlighten the mind, and to give 


| however we may be toffed by cempration, yer our (hip. 


| Rocks. 


| hacing fin for fins ſake, I ſay, this very diſcovery (cor- 
| ruption not being diſcovered by ic ſelf, but by grace,as 
| the Sun is nat ſeen but by its ownlight) is a ſign: that 


|Ghoſt, for that fin carries with ir ſo deep an infatuati- 


| 


of the moſt Faithfull promiſer, and fo obtained the 


| a8 it were aRaally preſent to Abraham, as if he had en- 
joyed him before he was born, or begotten; for which 
cauſe its added allo, that its #yx&-, an evidence, 
chatis, as the word exally imports, a convincing de- 
monſtration in the ſoul of che certain trath of what is 
promiſed; its tranſlated by 5 ſome, argumenizm, the ar- 


aſſent to what is promiſed , as firmly as a true argu- | 
ment, by ſtcength of reaſoning, occaſions an affent to 
che concluſion proved by it:Moreovyer,in cafe of doubt- 
ing, which Sathan raifing ſtorms and tempefts in the 
ſoul, may occafion, then God hath provided , and gi 

ven us an Anchor both ſure and ftedfaft:Heb:6.19:that 


(hall not be broken by the Waves , or ſplit againſt the| 


Sothen haſt thou finned? d confefſe and forſake it, 
and God is righteous to e forgive it,canſt thou confeſle 
it? andhaſt thou a full f purpoſe of keart to leave '|&, 
and tocleaveuntotheLord ? then be aſſured of this, 
chou haſt not commited the fin;yea the very diſcovery 
within thy ſelf of thy fin, andtheg ſorrow of heart| 
thou conceiveſt for it, upon this ground, that God is 
offended by it, more than for any fear of puniſhment, 


chou art not under the guilc of the fin againſt the Holy 


on of * mind, and judgment, and withall ſo groffe tu» 
pefaCtion of conſcience, that the heart icannot repent, 
nor apprehend pardon. And to this purpoſeit is good | 
for a ſoul difreſted ta ſele& ſuch Texts of Scripture, as. 
are moſt ſeaſonable for its own preſent ſtate,and with 
| M all 
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all to confider thoſetitles, or thar ſtile which God is; 
pleaſed togivehimſelf, in relation to ſuch a ſtate of | 
ſoul in his Children; thus he is called Rom. 15. 13.The 
Godof hope, now, the God of hope, (Caith the Apoftle) fil 
you with all j»y, and peace in beleeving, that ye may shound in 


He 4 ſtiled the Father of our Lord eſis Chrift, the Father of | 
mercies, and the God of all cemfort: confer 2 Theſ? 2. 16, 17. 

It is a Chriftians prudence to meditate likewiſe the 

tender regardhe hach tothe condition, and temper, k 
and frame of his Sons and Daughters under temprtati | 
on, God hateth nothing that he hath madegnor a ſpar- | 
row, att: 10.29. not an Ox: 1 (vr: 9.9. much lefle 
man who is vertually all creatures: Mar: 26, 15. ſee 
Tit; 3. 4+ read 1 Cor: 10. 13. There bath notemptation taken 
you, but ſuch 6s 44 common to man,[ 1 Moderate, and not a- 
bove mans nature toundergo | But God vs faithful, who | 
will not ſuffer you to be tempted above that you are ableybut will 
with the temptation alſo make a way'to eſcape, that ye may be 
able to bear it, and if we beleeve not, yet be abideth faithful he 
eannet deny himſelf. 2 Tim: 2.13. and agam letus hold 

faft the profeflion of our faith without wavering,for he 

it faithful! ehat promiſed, 'and / that of obn. 1 Job: 2. 

1,2. never be out of mind: 14 little Children, theſe things 
write I unto you, that ye ſinnot:'and if any man ſin , we have 
an advocate with the Father, Jeſus Chriſt the righteous: And 
be is the propitiation for our ſins:& not for ours only,but alſo fur| 
the fins of the whole world: compare Mat: 9.13, 1 Tim: 1. 
1 6. Heh. 10. 23, Beloved Chriſtians, there is a kind cf 
wiſdom and prudence in believing; thus conceive it. I: 
iswhen a man fics the confideration of the attributes, 1 


and a&ions of God to the particalar moſt neceſſary,] 
- [and Gi for faith to reſpeR, according to ſevera!l occafi- 


one: would they humble themſelyes for their fins? they 


[then conſider God as terrible, and dreadfull in his | 


Judgments? would they raiſe up themſelves wich com 


hope throwgh the power of the Holy Ghoſt, lo al{o 2 Cor. 1. 3 E 


fort?they conſider him as a God that keepeth promiſe: | 
: | ; would| 


* Plal.103,1 F 
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. * Rom. 4.21. 
Eph. 3.20. 


| * Dr. Slater 
! my Farher 1n 


on the Rom. 

cap.4. pag. 18 4. 
publiſhed by | 
| me, I650+ - | 


* Matt. 11.28. 


o Mic. 7-18. 

ip See Exod. 

{ 24.6. 

| -{ EY 20, 6. 
r Pſal.136.1, 
j &c. 

s Pfal-38.4. 

| + Plal.10.5. 
Ecclel.5.8. 
Pro. 19.29. 
v Pal. 145. 9. 
& Pſal. 36.5» 


by Pſal.98.2,3. 


his Commegt | 


fing the courſe of Nature? they confider his endles 
power,lable to do exceeding abundantly above all 
chat we can ask or think:there is a confuſed aprehenfi- 
on of the Diety(Cſaith a R :verend* Divine)for the moſt 
part liveles and ineff.Quallz when men in groffe only, 
ard indiftinaly meditate the Divine nature , without 
retecence to particulars,concerning the preſent occafi- 
on: And another as prepoſterous , and unſeaſonable; 
and no lefſe uncomfortable when men fit their faith 
wich medication of that, that is moſt unſeaſonable, for 
cheir preſen; {t1te;God is mercifull ſaith the Preſumer, 
H:15)uſt Caith che deſperate diſtrefled; Bath truehe is 
juſt and mercifull ſaith the Pſalmiſt. But ſhould not 
faich in wiſdom contemplate what is fitteſt for the 
preſent neceſiity? this wiſdom pray we for. | 

Dear Brethcen, me thinks I wcnld gladly (having 
cravelled ſo much in this queſtion,for my own ſatisfa-= 
tion, as well as yours) give* caſeto every weaty ſou), 
labouring under any perplexity, in this regard: Bur be 
(ure thou dogby al means,ihun that grievous fin of deſf- 
pair, denying unto God thetruth of his promiſe, and 
n.ercy thoſe two ſweet attributes, wherein 'he doth. 
much » delighc to? glory;his Juſtice in the vification of 
finners reacheth tothe third , er fourth Generation; 
Bat his mercy is extended unco 7 thouſands, and endu- 
reth ; for ever;there is obſerveable an holy writ,a three 
fold ſuper or| over |ficſty our ſins are |; over]our heads, 
as 3Nn heavy, if nor toO heavy a burcken ; then, Gods 
Jadgments are! over |thoſe fins ; But his mercies are 
[» over] all thete: Over qurfins repented of to pardon 
chem, over his Jadgmets to remove them and over our 
Bodies, and Souls, through the blood of our Lord Je- 
(us, everlaſtingly toſave w chem: Take heed,deſperati- 
on is of that haynous nature, that ſcarſly any particu- 
lar fin more diſhonors God , Tam ſure none more diſ- 


{quiers the ſoul ; it often ariſeth from ignorance, or! 
miſ 


| wculd chey ſtabliſh hope in expe&ation of things paſ- 


— RSS 
E 


| The Sir againit the Holy Ghoft. ” Wo 
miſprifion of the promiſes of God; that, notwith- 
ſtanding Gods exemplary dealings with other of his! 
deareft Saints ( whereof I gave ſome intimaticn be- 
fore )delivering them, even above their hope, out of 
how great perplexitics, and ( as to themſelves they 
ſeemed ) even inextricable dangers and diſcomforts ; | - 
Beſides ſome perſonall experiences, which St. x Payl| * 2 Cor.1.10. 
was wont to ftay,. and to ſupport himſclfe by, under| 2 Tim.4.18. 
the expaQation of future mercics ; I ſay, notwithſtan- 
ding all this , men ofcen miftake the promiſes of God, | 
ſometimes ſtreightning them to themſelves, and ma- 
king them more narrow then indeed they are;p e-; 
ſuwption makes them over-wide , but deſpair coo 
narrow 3 but eſpecially when they reſt too much and 
ſtick in the Duties required of them, as though the 
| worke done did deſerve of God, or as if they were all 
exaQed in the performance , after the rigour of the 
Law , which condemns every. y interruption , or but |, 
'z circumftantiall breach, and defe&; whereas indeed, | - bo f = 2 | 
they are * not under the law, but under grace, and the | * Rom. 6. m 
mitigation of the Goſpel , through Chriſt the Media- 
tor, Rom. 6. 14+ 

Ina word, ftabliſh thy Hape by theſe 3. Confidera- | 
tions, which » Albertus Novic, hath offered ro us. 1.|» 4prr wy. | 
Veritate promiſſionis, by the © truth of the promiſe : Let | vicamp. ubi 
God be true, & every man{ comparatively 1 lyar,Ro.3. 4. | ſupra, tract.de 


He remaineth faithful, 2Tim.2.13 His covenant cannat fail, — Ss 
Of-L+» 19, 
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for its everlaſting , Jer. 37. 40. And of this Govenant | Plat, 93 

He is likewite mindfull, Pſal. 111.5. Yea, when wee, hat 
under our Deliquiums, and as it were, inward ſwoon- | 
ings of ſpirit, are apt to think He bath 4 forgotten to | SP 


be gracions , and bath in anger ſbut up bis tender mercies ; 
yet, even then, he keepeth us in his mind ; and, as the | 
ſweet Singer of Iſrael acquaints us from experience, 
He | remembreth ] us, even in our low eſtate , " by mercy | 
enduretb for ever , Plal. 136. 23. Only take heed of < | © Pal. 53.41, 

limiting the Lord' to thine owne f time, He waiteth| ca 1 , 
$647 - G | 40] rTheſ.g.1. | 
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I4. 22, 
h Aﬀts 1,7. 
lee Hab:2.3. 


4' Rom. 4,21, 


: to be gracious , but in his own ſeaſon ; therefore in this 
regard, He that believeth., faith that Evangelicall Pro- 
pher, Tſe, 2. 16. ſballnot make boaſt: If God hath long 


| | « ſee Plal. 27, ( waited for us , ſhall not we wait upon Gcde? for 
14. Mic. 9. | though he tarry long | namely , as to thine owne ap- 
7, 8. Jer. 


prehenfjon 7] yet, when his own ſeaſon (which he on- | 
ly knows b when it is beſt }is come, thenis He a very; , 
preſent belpe in trouble, Iſa. 46. 13. Plal, 46. 1. Andj 
when he doth come indeed, -he makes a large atnends 
for his ſtay by doubling his comforts, Tſa. 54. 7,8. 
And if we receive the witnefſe of men , ſurely the wir- 
nefſe of Gud is greater, Pſal. 19. 7. 1 Fobn. 5. 9, 10, 
Wherefore, be confident of his Truth ; onely ye have 
need of patiencea while, that afcer ye havedone the| 
will of God, ye might receive the promiſe ; For yet a 
little , and be that ſhall come, will come , and-will not tarry, 
Heb. 10. 36,37- The occaſion of fainting in this re-. 
 gard, is defect in faith : I bad fainted, faith David., un- 
leſſe T had believed to ſee the goodnefſe of the Lord inthe land 
of the living, Pfal. 27. 13+ 
The ſecond thing to ſtabliſh Hope by is, poteftate red- 
ditionis , by the i power of God aQually-exhibicing, 
and making good the promiſe z With God, faith Gabriel 
the Angel ( whoſe name fignifieth the'ſtrength of the |. 
mighty God ) nothing ſball be impoſſible, Luk. 1. 37. In- 
deed whatſoever imports matter of impotency, and 
weakneſs, or what is repugnant, and contrary 'to the 
nature of his omnipotency , this God cannotdoe,, as 
co lye, to deny himſelfe , both theſe are impoſſible to 
God, Heb. 6. 18. Tit. t.2. and 2-Tim. 2. 13. Looke 
chen what God hath promiſed, the ſame ſaith 4bra- 
ham from a rare experience, and proof of his power, 
He is [| able alſo to performe, Rom. 4.21. Beye therefore | 
ftrengtbened with all might , according to his-glorious power, 
| unto all patience, and long-ſuffering, with joyfulneſſe, Col. 1. 
II. 
2!y, Andlaſtly, Hope is corroborate, andreceiveth | 


— _ — —— 


ſtrength 


1 


F 


{ ſay with that Orthodox Father, S. Auſtin, Erigat ergo, 
| vertat, non dicat, non erd, &c, Let humane fralltyftirre 
| up ir {elfe, and not be t cafe downe with deſpair , let 


| ic.not break it ſelfe, or daſh upon that dangerous 
| concluſion of | I ſpall not be | namely , in favour againe 


sit that God hath promiſed thee? O thou mortall 


' | quam quod promifit , Ioe, ſaith y Auſtin, he hath aQu- 


| 15. Tee have not recetved the ſpirit of bondage again to fear, 


| that ſerveth bim, ® paſſing by, & * hiding his face from 


| on we may ſometimes beovertakenin ; Give we thanks 


oo 
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divine love of Adoption. Behold, faith that very Diſci- 


what manner of love the Father bath beſtowed upon us , that 
| we ſhould be called the fonnes of God, 1 Job. 3. 1. Rom. 8. 


but yee beve received the ſpirit of adoption , whereby we cry 
Abba, father, compare Gal. 4. 5, 6. And now, my dear' 
brethren, ſich , from being by nature Children of wrath, 
Eph. 2. 3- Enemies to God, Rom. 5. 10. Captives of Sa- 
tan, 2 Tim. 2. 26. Weare under a ftate of divine love, | 
wee are in the hands of a dear Father, even as ! dear 
children, and that He ſpareth us as a ® father doth the ſon 


many tranſgreſſions, which of P infirmity, or 4 paſſi- 


to bis Father , which bath made us meet to be partakers of 


13,14. Having then theſe r promiſes, dearely beloved, and 
ſharing in ſuch priviledges as theſe are, I cannotbut 


ſe humana fragilitas, © non deſperet, non ſe: collidat, non ſe 


with God : What ? never in favour? not a dearly belo- 
ved Son with a dearly Joving Father?-Confider, what 


man, isit not © Tife erernall ?is it not that thou ( be- 
lieving ) ſhouldft be w where Chrift the « Firſt-borne 
himſclfe is ? O believe, believe , plus eſt quod jam fecit, 


firength,charitare adoptionic,by the conſideration of the| 


plewhom Chriſt k loved, & who had his very boſome, | 


the inheritance of the Saints in hght : Who bath delivered us \ * Plal. 116., 
| from the power of darkeneſſe, and bath tranſlated us into the 
| kingdome of bis deare ſonne : In whom wee have redemption | 
| through bis blood , even the forgiveneſſe of fiaus,Col.1.12, 


ally already done more ( after a ſort  ) than what he 


G 2 7 hath 


! Ephelſ. F, I w 
m Mal. 3. 17. 
Pſa). 193. 13. 


n Mic, 7. 8, | | 


0 Pſal. 51-1. 
P Plal. 77.10, 
Gal. 6. 1. 


2 Cor. 9. 1, 


S. Auguſt. on 
P/al. 148. 


t Plal, 42,11, 


u Joh 3. 16. 

w Joh. 17.24. 

* Rom. 8. 29. 
Col.1.15.18. 
and 1. 6. 

y S. Auguſt. l, 

13 de Trin.C. 
I 6. | 
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es | 


z Phil. 2 8, 


| a Aﬀs 20. 28. 


hath promiſed : Why, what hath God done ? He hath : 
z dyed for thee : and whar hath he promiſed ? that 


thou ſhalt live with him : Incredibilivs eft , quod mortuus 


Father ; It is more incredible, that He who is eternal] 
though not as eternall ) ſhould become mortal, 
| chan that He who is in his nature mortall , ſhould be- 
come eternall, to wit, in a ſtate of glory : Now the 
firſt of theſe wee believe, namely , that he who was 
| God 2 ſhed his blood, and dyed ; why , then believe 
that God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love where- 
| with be loved us , even when we were dead in ſinnes, bath 
quickned us together with Chriſt ( by grace ye are ſaved ) 
and hath raiſed us up together, and made us ( in promiſe, 


in Chriſt Feſus, Eph. 2. 4, 5, 6+ | 
But why am | thus tedious, and over-long ? How 
canft thou, under all theſe ſoule-chearing expreſſions, 


Conſolation , Rom. 15.5. Tea of ( all )) comfort , who 
 comforteth his Saints in all their tribulations, 2 Cor. 
1. 4- And when they arecaft down, 2 Cor. 7, 6. He Is 


the Son likewiſe is called The conſolation of Iſrael, Luk. 
2.25. And God the Holy Ghoſt hath his Title to be 
the Comforter, abiding with Believers for ever, ied 4. 17+ 
& Joh. 15. 26. the word ##paxam@, rendred out of the 
Originall, Comforter, ſignifieth ( ſaith the learned Gre- 
tius ) one who pleadeth the cauſe.of another , who is 
a guilty perſon, as it were an Advocate ; ſo that when 


the ſpirit of God the Comforter erefech , cheareth, 
exciteth, and reviveth it by alledging , as it were, the 
| Priviledges of the promiſes, which in the right under- 
fanding , and in the due application of them, - eaſe 
the burthen of the Conſcience loaden with finne ; the 


e ſt eternus, quam ut in eternmum vivat mortalis, as the ſame 


in hope, and expeQation ) ſit together in beavenly places | 


| be till dejeed : conſider God the Father , who pro- | 
miſeth life unto thee, hath fliled himſelfe The God of | 


ſtiled by David, The God of my mercy, Plal. 59. 10. God| 


Eo 
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mt 
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a ſoule is under temptation , or drouping for finne, | 


(pint | 
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| wa — 
ſpiric being therefore Riled The boly ſpirit of promiſe, | 
Eph. 1. 1.4. becauſe he cleareth, affureth, and Þ ſeal» | » 2 Cor. 1.22. 
eh up the Title, and Confirmation of them to the | Epheſ.4.30. 
| ſoules of the EleR, co-witneſſing with their ſpirits, that 
they are the ſonnes of God, and ſo diſcharged, Rom. $. 
I6. 33s 

Pr indeed, to hold you no longer in theſe fo 
prolix amplifications, the very ſcope and aime of S. 
John in my Text, is to prevent, and co anticipate the 
feare of diſcomfort that probably might ſurprize the 
children of God about what he had ſpoken touching 
the fin which was unto death, for which no prayers 
were allowed for to implore the pardon of it ; for 
whereas the very Saints them(ſclves found unrighte- 
ouſnefſe ( at leaft in the remainders within them, "1; 
ſanAification in this life being only < Inchoate, not | « ; co 11.12, 
| Conſummate, and the Apoſtle expreſly granting, that | 2 Cor. 3. (p.. 
all unrighteouſneſſe was fin , lefi they might ( privy | Phil. 3. 13, 
to themſelves of finne ( ſuſpe, out of a pious jealou- 
fie ) that that ſin in them might be this fin unto Death, 
( chiefly when both in Judgment, and Conſcience they 
knew it to be fin ) therefore in the 18. verſe he afficms, 
that who ſo is borne of God finneth not , not fimply, not at 
all ; for in Chap. 1, verſ. 8. including himſelf (though 
an Apoſtle ) as well as other Saints, he declares ex- 
preſly , 1f we ſay that we have no ſinne, what then ? not, 
we are proud, and ſo have no humility in us : But wee 
deceive our ſelves, and lye, and ſo the truth is not in ws ; and 
- |.to the ſame purpoſe S. Cyprian makes his obſervation 
Upon the conjoyning together of thoſe two Petitions 
in the Lords Prayer, Give us this Day our daily Bread, 
and forgive us our Treſpaſſes , that we might take notice 
of as much neceſſity that we had to begge of God the | 
pardon of our daily treſpaſſes , as the ſuppeditation, 
and ſupply of our daily Bread : But his meaning is, 
He that is begotten, and borne of God , ſinneth not unto 
.] death , that great and unpardonable offence, and blaſ- 
phemy 


Ke — 
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phetny of the Holy Ghot * They cannot fall, whoſoe- 
ver are elefed , and regenerate of the ſpirit of God, | 
into that fin, which becauſe, as ye have heard already, 
it is not ( through Gods formidable Judgment there- | 
upon ) capable of repentance , no more is ic of remiif- 
fon, or forgiveneſſe : Now all fins being pardoned to 
the Ele&, it follows, that they are beyond the reach 
or danger of this fin which is ſaid co be( irreparably ) 
unto death, and that not temporall only , bur eter- 
nall, O royall priviledg! O mercy incomprehenfible ! 
| A regenerate ſoule finneth not unto death ? Surely So- 
lomon could not ſhew the Queen of Sheba fo much trea= 
d Mar. 6, 29. | ſurein all the glory ofhis Kingdome , as is lapt up 
{. | in theſe few words : and O'that God would open this 
| Arke of mercy, wherein this Doftrinelyeth , and ſet 
it wide before the eyes of poore afflifted Conſciences, 
which like Noah's Dove fly up and down upon the wa- 
ter of their affli&ions , and can ſeenorhing but only 
che gulfe, and deluge oftheir fins , wherein there is no 
* Gen-$.9. | placefor them to « reſt their feet : Tſay , and pray, as 
f 2 Cor. 1. 3+ | devout Hooker , the God of Pitty, and f Compaſſion, 
Lam. 3- ” | give every £ termpred ſoul faith, andftrength, and cou- 
Y _ No * | rage, every day, andevery houre,andevery moment, 
| i pſal. 19.10, | £O embrace, and to lay hold upon this truth, b ſweeter 
| by farre then honey , or the honey-combe , dropping and 
{ ix Pet tr. 8, | diſtilling, yea diffufing comfort, even i joy unſpeakable 
| and fullof glory. £2 
Notes of Re- | Whoſoever then finds in himſelfe any ſound note 
| gene:ation. | of eleQion, and regeneration, that man may aflure 
| * r Joh, 3. 9. | himſelf he hath not committed, no nor * can commitr 
this deadly , and nnpardonable fin : Tet 'me epitomize 
che larger enumeration of 'ſuch fignes under the ſhort | 
| \abridgment of theſe few heads. 
| ' ze. 36.31. | 1+ Peccati diſplicentia, 1 diſlike of ſin , godly = ſor- 
Rom.7.15. | row for fin , ſtriving againſt fin, though his falls have | 
" 2 Cor.-7. |bcen fowle even againſt knowledg , he may be affured 
* . [he is free from this fin. | 
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| 2. A ſecond may be Veritatis Amor, Cordiall » love [*2 Theſ. 2. 
| 


| of Evangelicall Truth, if that till be deare unto him, | 27+ PL. 119. 
| infomuch as he would be content to buy it at any rate, = 9 7 Job 


| but will ſel] itatno rate, Pro, 23. 23 

3» A thirdis Faith, not only that which is called 
Fides que, the doArine of faith ſtaying in the Hiſtory 
and generall truth of the Goſpel , ro-which as many a 
| Caſtaway hath attained, fo likewiſe many an Apo: 
{ poſtate hath departed from it, x Tim. 1..19., 1 Tim. 4, |. 
] 1. But that which is Fides qu, the faith of Gods Ele&, 
1Tit. 1. 1+ conſifting not onely in a bare naked know- | 
| ledg, but alſo in the acknowledging of the Truth, | 
which is after godlineſſe , ſpecially applying the pro- 
miſes of grace through Jeſus Chriſt to himſclte in par- | 
ticular, Gal, 2. 20, This faich, chough * little in re- | * x7 ing, | 
gard of the meaſure, yet being ſound in regard of the | fdes, tamen, | 
Truth, it's alike pretious in all the Saints, 2 Pez. 1. | is fider, 
1, gor Will God quench the ſmoaking flax, I/a. 42.3. 
Matth. 12. 20. Though there may for a time appeare | 
more ſmoak than fire, yer whilſt there is fire, there is 
the ſpirie of all grace, but chiefly of faith in the truth 
thereof, which: is an infallible fruit of Ele&ion , 2 | 
Theſ. 24 13+ BY 

4. Thelaffchat I ſhall now name is the love of the 
Brethren, becauſe they are Brethren, for the very pro- | 
felſion fake of the truth-of the Goſpel, not for any na- | » 2 1ohn 1. 
curall endowments, or morall habiliments, or for the 
meer emoluments , or ornaments of Fortune , all 
which are but pormpatica, &* volatica, as one calls them, 
the trappings, and dreſſes, like unto flatulenct chaffe, 
They take unto themſelves wings , and fly away : But. when 
grace that ſhineth in them is the motive of our love, 
chat-is.an evidence Indeed of our being tranſlated from 
a ſtate of ſpiritual death, to the contrary condition, 
andfiate of (piritual life, aud ſalvation, 1 John 3. 14. 
. [If chefe things be in us, and abound, wee ſhall never | | 
fall from eleion, or (whilſt they are in their varows | 
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Uſe 2. 


Luke 6. 37* 


r As 6, Ih | 


— 


| and predominant exerciſe ) from the affurance of the 


ſame, 2 Pet. 1. 10. Now, if weareaſfured of falyati- 
on, and that not only Certitudine obje&i, as the School- 
men ſpeak, as it reſts in mente diving, in the mind of 
God, certain in it ſelfe ; but likewiſe Certitudine ſubje- 
(i, as it is in the uſe ofthe right meanes, manifeſted to 
our owne breaſts by Gods ſpirit z we have then an evi- 
dence, that weare in ſtate of preſent grace, and ſo are 
payry of. GOD, and by conſequent finne not unto 
death. | 


I haſten now Brethren, for a ſecond Uſe, bur very 


| ſuccin&ly, of whathath been thus enlarged upon this | 


finz It may ſerve to reftcain from all raſh, and head- 
long cenſure of others, whoſe fats perhaps may be 
grievous, yet they forall that, not culpable of this 
great tranſgreſſion, it may be they perſecute , blaſ- 
pheme, &c. Howbeit, inaſmuch as we know not whe- 
ther it iflue out of malice, ar leaſt, though cvidence þe 
apparant of malice againſt our perſons ; yet ifnot, for 
Grace-ſake, feare to cenſure of this ſin unto Dezth : 
Ir's not ingenuous to be like Porcupines darting quills 


2 Matth. 9.1. | of q cenſure on mens ſpiritual ſtates, or but doubtfull 


ations : the carriage of. our Saviour towards the car- 


ping Phariſees, ( who were ftill angling after ſome ad-_ 


vantage againſt him, ſeeking ts catch ſomething out of 


 fay, his carriage towards them In the bufinefle of the 
woman accuſed for being takenin the a& of Adultery, 


azking of him what puniſhment ſhe deſerved, they in- 
rending to have ſurrounded him with a Dilemma, thar 
if he had ſaid ſhe was ro be ſtoned, he had been a med- 
[er in State matters, things criminall, and capitall; it 


Saviour, to divert the importunity of ſu many Iintan- 


gling queſtions, v. 6, & 8. He ſtooped downe , and with 


his mouth , that they might accuſe bim, Luk. 11. 54.)I | 


| Jobn 8. 8. is very remarkable ; whilft they continued | 


not, then he had ſpoken againſt = Moſes, and the Law, | 
| and by that have brought himſclfe in danger 3 but our 


bes | 
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| Bis finger wrote on the ground, as though he heard 
| them not,many are the conjeQures ac what that ſhoutd 
be which he then wrote: Sint Ambroſe his conceit was, 
that He wrocethat ſenterce , att: 7. 3. Why ! eboldeft 
thou the moat that 74 in thy Brothers eye, bat cor ſddereſt not the 
beam that #4 in thine owneje. Bedagnellzd, that ke w:ote 
the ſentence whici Re ſpate, hethatis without fin a- 
morg you, let him firſt caſt a ſtone at He : Hazmo leems 
more witty, than Judicicus in his apprehenſion here- 
abour, Hethinks he wrote certain Charafters in the 
{ pavement, wkich the accuſers behoiding, might ſee as 
| inaglaſstheir own wickednes, and ſobluſhing at it, 
flunk away, in the convidtion of their own Conſcience: 
Put whatever it w.$ ſure we are (laid once an erzinent 
Divineof our Church) our Saviour would have falſe 
accuſations written in duſty, to be trodden under foor | 
| of thoſe that paſle by, take we heed how we s judg re (b 
judgment of another mans ftate,or conſcience, preſume 
{ not to fit In Gads Confiſtory, every man ſtands,or fa!s, 
in point ef his ſouls Jadgment to the Supreme : Law- 
( giver, Jadg therefore nothing, before the time, that 
| God, who alone judgethw righceous Jidgment , doth 
diſcover all ſecrete, and aﬀions,whether they be good, 
{ or whether they beevill: In the mean time, let us ob- 
(ervein the T\ xt, that thereis a fin not unto death, ar 
well as that which is ſaid to be unto death, for which 
| there is a warrant for us to pray,and upon our prayers 
(duly qualified) a promiſe to be heard for the life of 
our Brother repenting, thereremains yet ſomething 
farther obſervable, out of the body of the Text, which 
Iſhall only intimate,and ſo conclude this diſcc urfe for 
the preſent. | 
Whereas the'Apoſtle ſaith, there is a ſin, one unto 
death, ard another not ſo, we may note a difference, 
and diftinQion of fins, one is more haynous than ano- 
ther, there areſome (tains: Cunt: 4. and in Tja: 1.18, fins 
of a ſcarlet dye, ſome fins gut 3s Body: 1 Cor. 6. 18. 
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|catum plus ha- 


SRom. 14.10. 


; Jam: 4. 12. 
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w Joh. 7. 24 
I Sam:16. 
oy 


Spiritualia 
peccata gravio- 
ra ſunt, quam 
Carnalia: quia 
Spirituale fec- 


het de averſione, 
a Deo,ty Car- 
nalia peccata 
habent vehe- 
menti:4s impulſ:- 
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vum,viz.ipſam 
connatay 
cup 
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on betwecn 
peccatum , c1- 
men,ſce!us,facj- 
nits, fligitium, 
 delictum,. viti- 
um, vid. Albert; 
£6U.camp: P. 
255, De fu- 
Faccre mon fa- 
cienda peccatum 
eft, factenaa 
aon facere deit- 
cum eſt, Hug? 
de S. vidfore, 
Allegor: in Ex- 


| 


Aul: Gell: I. 1. 
ce KF. No#t:At- 


| 


| 


eſt contra pre- 
cept: affirmats 
Commiſſum , 
contra negatio 
vurmn. Nic: de 
{orbells, in 2 


| 


2. Diſt: 42.1. 


* Pet: Z- 9s 


zMatt.23. 24. 
Among the 
larine 1s a Cri - 


tical diſtindi- 


1 poſe, when the heart of the Sons of men is | fully ſe: ] 


TO WR fingin-y be ſaid eo ariſein haynouſnes 5. manner of 
leviora mw wayes. i.Generegin the kind of the fin.2.Gradz,in thede- 


iticd; Deſictum: 
| 


Sent: Diſt: 43: 
& Lumbard: i: 


others againſt the ſoul, Prov: 3.36. ſome? moats, and 
ſome beame, ſomex gnats , and ſome Camels, ſome 
ſpots, Jud. v: 12. and ſome monſtrons clours, Iſa: 64. 6. 
There are fins of incogitancy, or of ſudden ſurreption, 
as vain fights that aff:& to ſome ill, or idle, ard inde 
pendent thoughts,which have no confittancy together, 
from ſuch ſecret, undeteCQed fins David prayed to be 
cleanſed: Pſzi/: 19,12, Therearealſo fins of (et 


| 


pur- 


in them todo evil: Eccleſ: 8, 11. There arefing of ignc= 
rance,for vitich atonement might be made,and there 
are other committed with an high hand more pre- 
{imptgouſly, and ſeverely to be punihed Namb:15-30 
Pſal: 19-12 15: There are fins of infirmity. Plal. 77. 10. 
and thereare ſome raigning: Rom#6 12. Eph. 2. 2, 3. 
ſome cutomary. Jer. 13.23. and there is a fin, or blaſ- 
phemy of malice. which iz unpardonable: In ſumme, 


gree of it. 3. Circamſtantiu,in the circumftances. In the 
kind ſo taith S»lomn,though theft be a fin,yert adulery 
is more haynous, as appe irs by the penalty of both: 
Prov.6 30.32.inthe kind of itits greater:ſo vain wear» 
ing abominable,but falſe ſwearing Is,in the kind more 
damnab!e,l[n the degree Mat:5.22.Raſh anger a degree 
of murth ar, reproachfull railing higher,but aftual em 
ruing hands in b'ood, ſtill much more enormous: 
wanton looks diſpoſe ro adultry, unchaſt geſtures 
more, but th= a& cf uncleanes fowleſt of all: Inthe cir: | 
|cumſiances, ſome vary thekind of the ſin,as thus, theft 
of common things from men a fia, but robbing God, 
Mal:3.9.is a ſacriledg,and reducible under the breach 
es of the firſt precept, * railing at men a fin, 1 Cor:6. 10. 
bat railing at God, blaſphemy. Matt: 12.31, 32. There 
are alſo circumſtances, that though they vary not the 
kind of the fin, yet add much to the aggravation of itz 
chreeonly we may infiſt on. 1, The motive. 2. The] 
| manner. 
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| manner. 3+ Theifſye. To perſecute cf ignorance, as 
Paul did: 1 Tim: 1.13, is much, but of malice more, the 
motive makes ic ſozto fin of paffionginordinate,diſcom 

| fortable, Pſal. 116.11. but tofin wilfully more dange- 
rous: Heb: 10.26, For the manner, to fin in ſecret, Eph: 
5. 12. fearfull,but to declare fins , openly as Sodom, [ia. 
3. 9. far more haynous; once to fail in duty tocom - I: 
drunkenes, its {iafull, but daily to add drunkenes to 
thrift, Deut: 29, 19. and to ſay, as thoſe ſinilh Athe 


fhall be as this day, and much more abun1anr, this (til 
heightens the odions abomination: For the iſſues, thus 
conceive, b ſcandaloans fins are greater, and thoſe by 


| whom many c exemplary are defiled, Heb: 12. 15.than 
| others that itick in the perſoa fingly , and by himſelf: 


[| might be very copious under theſe ſeyerall header: 


| But I confider the great affairs now following» © 


Andindeed, this is the conſtant Do&rine of our 
| Churches, however thed Ro nane Cacholicks charge 
| us with a kind of ftoichilm in this poinr, as if we made 
[ all fins equall: The* ſtoicks, to whoſe Fate Tall in his 


1 Paradoxes feemsto incline, had as the Fovinizns fince 


| them a fond opinion , that al: fins were <q all , none 


| more grizvous than others, yea as greatly [123 He, =; * 


galum gallinacinm,as Dui Patrem interficit, who Killed a 
Coet,as He who ſlew his Father;A ſentenſe deviſed by 

them, tokeep men in more aw.and to make them have 
 careto ihunevean the lealt l1n8,fich al were of equal hay- 
nouſnes amoag them; bur indeed, it is the Ingh way 
{© proptanes 3 and1 the Sciip.ure is exorefie agiinlt 
| thispactiity, (a3 Stint Hie-ome expreſſerh ic) and for 
the * inequ ilicy of fins, Fob: 19. 11, ouc Saviour ſaith 


generis humant. Byron. 


of 


| H._ 2 


 iſts in the Prophets Tas 56, 12, Prov: 23- 35. To morcow | 


aVid. Thom. 
[4,2%, qu: 73+ 
Art. 3, 


? 


bMatt.18.6,7, 


c Omne anim! 

| UVitium tanto 
con{pe1:45 in (e 
crimea habet, | 
quanto majr, 
qui peccat, ha- 
betur. Fuven: 
Rationes 4.vid: 
apud Thom: 1a, 
$22,qU73, Art, 
10. 

ad Hoc quoque 
tretum eft in ha: 
fxce Proteſtan- 
trum peccata 
efje parit, hac. 
trutin non le- 
v1u45 in Deum 
deliquerit ille 
caupo qui gallum 
gallinaceum, 
| quam qui homi- 
nem 98cciderit. 
| Camrianus - 


Jeſuir. Bar. $. 
e Hoc de paiilitate peccatorum ſoli Stoict auſi ſunt diſputare cont!a omnem ſenſum 

, f Among the Greeks /papmpa, & apafT:2, differ ; the 
one denoting every ordinary offence; and aberration from the right mark : the o- 
ther. that ſin which is more enormous and deeply faſtened in a man, Sumitur pr 
gravi, && incondonabili crimi ne, Grotis: ſo likewiſe « pap] uvor,& aprrprondspeccans, 
dF peccator, or as Stphan © peccatoſus, qui peccati habitum comparaverit. Beta. 


Rom. 14.21, | | 


| 


_ —_ 
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of Judas, who delivered him into the hands,and power 
of Plat, that h: had in the comparative, the [greater] 
fin; there are bad:and thereare worſe; 1 Tim:5. $. He 
that provideth not for his own, is{ worſe] than an In- 
fidell, 2 Pet: 2, 20: and AZatt: 12. 45: thelatter end is 
worſe than their beginning: Ezek 16. 47. Feruſalem was 
corruptec| more] ban Samariain all her ways; ind this 
appears a!{0 by the diverſi y that is in the degrees of 
vuniſtm:nt, our Saviour bimſelf ſpeaks of a more eaſe, 
and a more tolerable ſtate at the day of Judgment, 
WM 11t; 11. 22. 24.there isa greater, and there is a |: fle 
damaation. 44312: 23." 14. there are many, andfew | 
—_ |ttripes, Lzk.12 47. 48. and though all fins deſerve eter- 
jSen: 15. 25-|nal death, yet are not all finners «qually tormented, 
gt wo Nw Ged being a f cighteous Judg, proportions the 2 
E meaſure of puniſhments according to the meaſure,and 
þ Mic. 7.13, [d:gree of finning; ſome fins there are which the Lord 
Jout of his þ longanimiry., and pati:nce, after a ſort, 
paſſeth by as. not ſezing them, AT: 17. 30. vamdt,, 
winking at-theme Bu: there ate others fo atrocious, ag 
[that they ciy aloud co Heaven for vengeance,of which 
Clamitat ad {nature was the blood of Abel, Gen: 4.10. the grievous 
cx.um vox ſan-; fin of Szdom, Gen. 18.790. ſolikewiſe oppreſſion , Exad: 
nm gh ae, 3.7 and 22, 23. and the defrauding labourers of their 
vreforum, mer-l 91 e, Jam 5. 47 there is a fulnes of iniquity, ſuch as the 
© detenta {a- | Amwrites aroſe unt) G-n.15 16, and a meaſaureto be 
071 U< [n led up, AZatt: 23. 32, ſuch wasthac ſtate of. ctheobſti- 
nate J-ws,0n whom a proportionable ſfulnes of wrath 
cameto the utterm ft. 1Theſ. 2.16. 
* But, however upon theſe teftimonier,it be clear, that 
his Stozſciſme bz faſly charged upon our Churches;yet 
T 's the opinion (it ſe-ms) much amongſt our People, to 
5 a hom all fins are equzl; weareall finnecs (fay they) 
tutbartlirow not a! Alulterers not alremortle:, and 
mpeniten: fi iners: and they ſhall know, one day, chat 
br '  ]:here i3 a Gifference of fins,when Gecd (hal injadgment 
inflit heavier damnation, 


——— 


Tol 


{_ = 


| 


—— — 


only int: manger of explica:io:.: venial ſins to'them | | 


- (all, and aQtaally m pardoned to Duvidin theeyent,be: | 1 2 San. 12, 
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To lh ut upall, if wereach not an incquality of fine, £zcft. 
how then is it (ſay Pap;fis) that weſay all aie mcral, 
and none veniall? h 
To thi: the anſwer [yeth thus,though the difiinQion | 4A=/w 
of mortal,and veniall,be nct in termse, ſoexpreſfſed,yert 
in ſenſe, it is contained undertheſe words of the Apo- 
ſtle, 4 ſin ato death, ard a ſis not unto death: the cdds is 


are ail tuch which areſointhel: own nature, as light 
matters out of it:cogitancy, and of ſu:reprion, or ct 
humane inficmicy,as inpertinent thoughts, idle words, 
wanton glances, &c. ſuch az theſe are pardonabie in FOE. 
We Ls [i Rem?ſſio ve- 

themſelves, at moſt, are made expizble by ſome iceme |, peccath 
porary ſufferings, even withcu. k repentance properiy Ss Red et, 
taken eicher here, or in purgatory , mortall, in cheir| quam ſolutio 
ſenſe, areſuch oply as are of the greſſ:ft kind, and vogrlgen ring 
which do vaſtare conſcientiam, weuud and waſt the con>/ £0 * Tp 
ſcience, as Murther, Treaſon,Sacrilege, gc. Diſt 

N ow,B.e:hren, the Octhcdox right meaning ofthe! k Ad ronfio- 
diſtic.&ion is, in ſum this: ling areſaid robemortall,! nib; 
or ycniall, eicher in cheir own naturall merit , and de ies Kagk- | 
ſert, or elſe in the event, and iflue: If welook to the n=! jenris propris 
curall merit of every fin, yca though it be but a j| accrpta remit- 
thought of fooliſhnes, it is mortell,deſerving che curſe, | {#7 4 16074 

: * - per Sati{paſſio-; 

Gal: 3. 10. and eternal death , Rom: 6.23, Yet in the rem in turgato 
event, and ifſue, ſome 1958 are venia'l, that is, capable] js Blek-s, 
of pardon, yea,all and eve:y f11 incident into the cieR, | ſcent. diſt. 15, | 
and into the adopted Sons, and Daughters of God; 3+ 5 Aite2. 


murther, and adultry, fins mortal by deſc: t, yet veni-| FFIO-R4 fo 


NT IY 


| 


cauſe his Perſon was accepted into favour with God; | 13. 
Blaſphemy, and perſecution, fins mortall in their de- 
ſert, yet both theſe, in the evencn pardoned unto Sainr| 21 Tim 1.13 
P au!, b:ing a « choſen veel of ſalyation unto God ; ol AP 

wat Peters perjury, 2nd the deniali of his Maſter yea,| Bo Þ'2s 7 
univerſally all fi:s, a1] þ manner of fins, of wkac kind |p Mat. 12.31. 


4 th an ff 


ſoever, ate pardonable co Gods ele& by Chriſt, yea 
te |: 


CR 
- 


F "58 
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r Matt: 18 22 
s By Andr:Ser 
on 7oh,20.023. 


s I Joh. 1. 

7 Rev! 1: 5. 
and Rev:7.14. 
|Zech: I3.l, 


| w 1Pet: 1, 
.2 Heb. 12. 24 


x Mat: 7. 3+ 


aAually al pardoned to them who arereally,& indeed 
incorporate into Chriſt J:\os., Row: 8. 2, And arely, 
(Betoved) Chriſt teaching us that we ourſelves (honj}d 
forgive untill r ſeventy times ſeven times, after a ſort, 
pives U8 notice, (asa great « Divine obſerves) that He 
will not ſtick with us for the like number of ours; for 


| God forbid weſhoa!d imagine, 'that he taught us co be 


nore mercifull, than he will be himſelſ: chat number 


| (aich He, amounceth to ten Jubilees of pardon, for ſo 
| many fias we may hope for pardon at his hands : If 


choſe be not enough, we havecxample of one whoſe 


{ins were more in number, than the hairs of his head: 
Pſal. 49.12,0 wham yet all were remitted. 


Aad whereas icis affirmed, (and thatmoſt truly) 1 
Cor. 1.25. by the Apoſtle, that the weaknes of God u ftron- 
ger then men; if there were any fingreater, than could 


| deremirted, then the weaknes of man (for of that co. 
meth fin) ſhould be ſtronger than God, which neither 


reaſongnor religion will admit. Anil inde:d, what is it 
in the ſins of the ele&,and regenerate,that ſhould make 
chem apprehend other, than a pardonabienes in iz? 
[n (in are conſiderable, either the =repic,or tranſgreſſt 


| on of the Law, 1 Joh, 3.4. but all that ecanſgreflion is 
| forgiven, Pſal: 32, 1. orthe pollution, 2 Cor: 7.1. and 


that is covered, and” cleanſed , orthe guilt thereof, 
chrough the offence of Gad,and behold, neither is that 
at all imputed tothem, ver. 2. 16. asthe blood of the 


; 


| paſchall Lamb wherewith che ewo fide-poſts, and the 


upper dore poſt of the Houſe, wherein it was to be eat- 
en, Exod: 12: 7-(intipe of Chriſt the trve Paſſeover, as 
he is Kiled: 1 Cor: 5.7.) was ſtriken , ſaved che owners 
from the ſtroak of the deſtroying Angel ; ſo doth the 
blood of ſprinkling w of ]-ſus Chriſt, cleanſe che Con- 
ſcience from dead works, Heb: 9.14. . 

To conclude , if our fins be as , moats in our 
eye$, and cauſethem to water.Loe,God hath his hand- 


Reg: 


{ 


cercheif, wherewich He wipes all tears from our eyes, 
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Rev: 7.7:are they y menſtruoushe hath bis byſop,wher-| 7 Ia: 54. 6. 
with to waſh, and eo make us clean, P/al: 51.7. Itchey 
be of x a ſcarletdye, yet H: hath his « fullers ſope to Tt: ch 
whiten the Conſcience as white as ſnowy, when our FD | 
Saviour inthe Garden ſweat bur 5| like ]unto blood,it |; 1.11 2b, 44 
was xgreat agony, it madeſuch a (weat, as was meri- 
torious;yet this was but a preparative-to his poti on 
on the Crofie,for there He ſweat not [ like ] unto blood, 
but c blood and water, water to waſk away the fins of |e Joh, 19.34. 
our daily infirmities, and blood co purge our fins in 
grain, and a deeper colour then blood our fins cannot 
bear: ſhall we fin(ſaith the Holy Gholt)that Grace may 
aboand? God forbid: Rom. 6. 1. yet if ſin do chanceto 
abound,free grace hath the ſuperlative of fin,and doth 
ſuperabound: abundat delifum, ſuperabundat gracia, vin 
| doth abound, but grace hath avounded above,ic doth | 
Cſuperabound; Rom. 5.20. Abzſſus abyſſum invocat, ſaith 
the Plalmilty one deep callzth for another,the depth of our 
fins, for the depth of Gods compaſſions which never 
fail. And now, O that the Spirit of the Lord would 
givethis DoQtrine entrance into the hearis of all his 
People,and that the d eyes of theic underſtanding were 
as bright as the Sun, that they might throughly ſee, 
and know the riches of the glorious inheritance of the 
Saints in lightz who though they ſometimes fall, yet 
tall chey not,can they not fall utterly away from God 
though the ryicked one may tempt the, yet ih3]l he | | 
not touch them, tau qualitative , as Caietan exp. und 
it,with a touch of fina)l hurt, ſo dangerouſly to annoy 
| them, as wholly to alter their renewed hearts unto a 
ſtate of coral depravationgor corrupt impenitency,they | , 
thall not,they © cannot (underſuch a ſtate of Repene.|* 1 Jo'l. 3+ 9- 
ration) fin unto death: Behold Chriſt, whoſe ſuic God 
never denyed: Joh: 11: 42. He hath prayed his Father 
to keep them through his own name: Joh: 17. 11. and 
his Father is greater then all,and none is ableto pluck 
them out of his Fathers hand, oo nor out of his own 

|  _ hand, 


— 


d Eph. 1. 18, 
AR: 26.18, 


A 4A H! 
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& Cant 4.17. 


h Phil. 4. 1. 


| 


442 Per. 7:9; 
{ k Plal.7 5.24, 


— 


. 
Py —_— 


ad ect 


nam?, and hath nor loſt one of all whom his Father 
had givento him, Job: 17.12, and (which is more {till 
yhat Chriſt by his merit wrought | for] chemgthe ſame 


| by his Spiric he virtually worketh [in] them, and en- 


ibles them through his ſtrength, Phil: 4. 13. in ſome 


| meaſvre,to keep themſelves under the' right uſe of the 


[awfull means, 1 Joh. 5. 18. for to our own ſafety, our 
own ſedulity is required; ye? (thatl may cloſeup all 


| with comfort, and leave ſome f bleſſing from Heaven ty 
f Joel 2.14. i 


SodsSaints behind megthat my lips like the Spcuſe of 
Chriſt may drop as the g Hony comb, wherein there is 
both mel. & cera, Hony to (weeten, and withall wax to 


and longed for in the Lord)you who are born of God, 

you ſhall be all kept by Gods i own power through 

fairh,and ſalvation,be all &guided by his Counſel, and 

at laſt be brought home to his Glory. Even ſo be it, 
Amen, Amen. 


AJZe 1p Oi piro U ms is 
6s Tos 447 of, 


Amen. 


| 


hand, Fob: 28,29. He hath kept them all in his Fathers | 


enlighten) all you, (my Dearly Beloved Countrymen, |. 
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and ſoan end. 


—— — CO" oo 


| I may nowbe cxpetted, happily on ſome hands, 
that I ſhould take upon me to exhort theſe learn- | 
ed, reverend, and religious * Judges, but truly 1 | norable John 
dare not maxe fo bold; I can fay ir upon my owne | Wilde, Lord 
knowledg of them, that they are ſuch as who do d:- | chiet Baron 
fireto 2 ſerve God in their generation Þ faichfully, pr - ag 
( within their ſtation ) and to doe all * impartiall Ju- = i A 
tice even for * Juſtice ſake ; What the Scriptures ( out | ward Atkins 
of which I muſt have ordered my {ſpeech unto them ) one of the 
direQ for the Work, and Duty of ſuch Eminent Ma- Juſtices ofthe 
giſtrates, their Praiſe is an exa&t Comment upon - 1g 
It : Wherefore , let us all(I am furethe men of my | pjeas, 
profeſſion have great reaſon 10 to do )blefſe God ( by | * at 13.36. 
whoſe providence, and < power they fit in Judgment ) |; 3 John 5: : 
for them, end enlarge our * deyotiont for the ſup-  _ REST s 
| port and continuation of them : They will obſerve |: "bag +4 
what is ſaid in my Text ; that as there iz a {inne unto | * i Tim 2.2. 
Death, fo alfo afin not unto Death, and will them.- | © Exo. 22.28. 
ſelves ( as 4 Gods with Men ) temper Mercy wich Ju-| Fil. 82: 6 
ſtice, Habs 3. 2. Joh. 9-398 
As to M.* High Sheriff,he,as he is deſcended of a Fa- | x%|' ; to 
wily of a good cxtraQion, fo he is an honorer of Ma- | Luttrell of | 
giſtracy, as 1s conſpicuous to all-who. view this goodly | Danfter Caſtle 
Pofſe Comitatus now in his Retinew , many of quality; Eiq 
lavers ( as himſelfe , who cannot but be a Leader 
thererein ) of the right Religion , of the purity of 
Gods Ordinances, and of their Countrey:He will not 
but-enoble himſclfe by doing a&s worthy of his Rati- 


on , in advancing the glory of Ggd, in his Perſon, in 


| ® TheR. H> | 


his Family , and before all ; that fo ficiving as Boaz, 
8 | fo] = 


- . —_ - on. 


, 
So ee ere 
L . "+ »-- 
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*Ruth 4. 11-jro doe © worthily in Ephrata, he (hail be famous in his | 


\ fafts6. 3, 
s EX0 : 8.2 lo 
" 2 Tim, 3.6. 
' Rev. 9. 11, 
* 2 Per. 2.1, 
CET DRTIH 
hoc ejt, furiim, 
clam, (FT ſub- 
dole ſubintrody- 
 Cent1 ſpeciem 
pretatre, Go no- 
men eccleſis 
pretendens 
fraudulenter 
& Gerh (F 
Auretius ad 
locum. 
* 2 COr.Lle 
- 14. 
l'2 Time3.13, 
%.2 Chr.19.6. 
? IIim-I.10, 
2.£,20;20:2, 
* Pal. g. 4. 
Gal. 6.7, 
7-John 2.24, 
25+ & John 
21,17, ler. 
23, 24. 
Plal. 7. 9. 
(Pf. 139. 1,2. 
Pſal. 1. 4. 
t Pfal. 89.36, 


37. 
u.1 Cor, 16; 
I2, 
w Heb. 13.18. 
* Plal. 37.27. 
1 Pet. 3.10, 
7 Joha 1. 47 
© Revel. 2. 5. 


Þ Iohn 8.26, 


| £erblebern, 
As tothe grand Jury, upon your fidelity and truft, 


 almcft tbe whole tr anſaRion of this ſolemn, publ:que 


meeting riſ&th ;- Gunelemen', men of good # report, 


and repute, men of 8 tiuth, and fearing God will | 


doe liks themſelves, be tender of Guds honour, by a 
ſtri& enquiry after the Blaſphemers of Gods name, his 
precious Ordinances, Goſpel, and worſhip, or what- 
ſoever is contrary to the Iife, and power cf godlinefſe, 
or to the peace, and proſperity of this Common- 
wealth : But if indzed | might ſet a ſpeciall Accent up- 
on my intimations to them , it ſhall be with the moft 
ſharpeſt perſpicacity to make a diſquifition, and dif- 
covery of thoſe grand Incendiarics of the Chrſtian 
world, the brood of Jeſuites, who like Serpents h 
creep into every angle, and under variety of ſhapes, 
into mcſt Aſſemblies in the Land, having Feſws in their 
i Name, andlips, but Abaddon , and Apol/zon in their 
hearts : In my conſcience, I am perſwaded, they have 
been inſtrumentally (though in a * clandeſtine, and 
irpercepiivle way ) the rayſers and fomenters of the 
greateſt part of all the rufull divitons, and diftract'-. 


ſons of qualiy ſay, That moſt of the Engliſh Semi- 
naries abroad are become empty, that perhaps, there 
may bethe more Emifſaries to deceive at home, God 
of his goodnefſe unmaxque them, thoſe ſecret & Sarans 
cransformed like to Angels of light, and' deliver 1 ſe- 
duced ſoule. 

As to the petty Jurets, Witnefſes, and others em- 


ployd in the preſent publique affayres, be adviſed; and | 


6 Ma:. -L Is, | 
I6 


will not hold 9 guiltleſs ; remember, ic's a degree, and 


a great ſtep towards this fin unto Death, to offend a- | 


gainft knowledge , chiefly if it be of malicious wick- 
dneſfe ( as ye heard-but now ) diflinguifh between the 


j© Mar.z 1.43 ) 


f 


ons that have been among us : I have heard ſome per. | 


m Take beed what yee doe; ® Perjury the God of Truth | 


PIT 


— — 


Perſon, |. 
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ay 


SIPS 5. omit. ates 


ed, He i renmiſcient , views your moſt ſecret purpoles, 
| times, and intentions ; He is m2aMiypuere 63s, as Apa- 
'petus once ſaid to Fuſtinian, an underſtanding full of 
| many eyes ; labour then to be affe&:d with the conſt: 
deraticon thereof, and be as the Sun and Mon in the 
Heavens, * faichfull wicneffes, » quic your ſelves lixe 
w honeſt men, and conſcientious Chriſtiane. 

To all the people of God in generall I fay, * Eſchew 
Hil], doe goed, which two make up a true Nathanael, 
and an [{raclite y. indeed; as yet , the z Candleſtick of 
the Church is among us, and 2 lights (hining in the 
lame, O Þ rejoyce in thoſe lights whilit chey 2re a- 
mong you ; Commit not by your c unfruittulnelſe, or 
unthankfulnefſe, that the Kingdome of beav?n be taken 


by which the Lord at firſt conveyed it into your 
hearts, owne, and © honour thoſe *. allowed pub- 
Iique inftruments, who as the Lords s Ambaſſadors 
brought the h treaſure of the i glorious Goſpel unto 
you, though bur in earthen Veſſels, leaſt God in judg- 
ment fend youa k Famine, if not of Bread and of wa- 
ter, yet ofhearing the word of the Lord, even that 
word of 1 truth, which is able ro. m ſave your ſoales ; 
Take heed of (inning againſt = light, or againſt your 
owne © experience of Gods goodneſle e diffaſcd in the 
Ocdinances ; ſhun * ſpiricuall pride, the inordinate 0- 
verweening, and admiration of ſelfc-excellencies, the 
Mother, and Nurſe of moſt, or cf all ſoule-diſtempers, 
it's afinnow raſgning above many, it makes the ſoule 
moſtunlike toGod, and moſt of all r like unto the 
Devill ; yea, rather be ye \ cloathed with humility, 
[and let that be © your Ornament, which is both the 
receptacle, and conſerver of all true grace, and that 
wherein the Spirit, and » God of all grace taketh up a 
cheerfull and a chearing w Reſt , keeping the ſoule 
and conſciences from the {in unto death. 


w_ 


Perſon and the * Cauſe , know, God will not be Þ mock, | 


from you : 4 Cherith grace by thoſe ſanified meanes 


_- 
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gUMIE51, Mac. | 


Homil. 19. 


]* ITheſ.5.23» 


_ UNION LSEULOGi|CAL SEMINAR: 


| 
 Andſo the very God of peace * ſanfifie you wholly : and 
I pray God your whole ſpirit, and ſoule, and body be preſerved 
blameleſſe unto the coming of our Lord Feſus Chriſt : Unto 
whom with thee, O Fatber, and thine Eternall Spirit , te all | 
prayſe , bonour , and immortall glery, both now and for 
ever. Amen; 


—_ 


Chriſtian Reader, If any fan!ts have eſcaped the 
Preſſe ( the Author being abſent when this pious. 
learned Sermon was printing ) thou art deſired to 
corre@ them with thy pen. 


FINIS. 


New York 


